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LETTERS
TO AND FROM
Dr. JONATHAN SWIFT, etc.

From the Year 1714 to 1737.

LETTER L
MR. POPE TO DR. SWIFT.

June 18, 1714.

YA/ HazEER Apologies it might become me to
make at any other time for writing to you, I

fhall ufe none now, to a man who has owned him-
felf as fplenetic as a Cat in the Country. In that
circumftance, I know by experience a letter is a very
ufeful, as well as amufing thing; if you are too bufied
in ftate affairs to read it, yet you may find entertain-
ment in folding it into divers figures, either doubling
it into a pyramidical, or twifting it into a ferpentine
form: or, if your difpofition fhould not be fo ma-
thematical, in taking it with you to that place where
men of ftudious minds are apt to fit longer than or-
dinary ; where, after an abrupt divifion of the paper,
it may not be unpleafant to try to fit and rejoin the
broken lines together. All thefe amufements I am
B2 no



4 LETTERS TO AND

no ftranger to in the Country, and doubt not but
(by this time) you begin to relifh them, in your pre-
fent contemplative fituation. "

I remember a man who was thought to have fome
knowledge in the world, ufed to affirm, that no
people in fown ever complained they were forgotten
by their Friends in the country: but my increafing
experience ¢onvinces me he was miftaken, for I find
a great many here gricvoully complaining of you,
upon this{core. I am told further, that you treat the
few you correfpond with in a very arrogant ftyle, and
tell them you admire at their infolence in difturbing
your meditations, or even enquiring of your retreat * :
but this I will not pofitively aflert, becaufe I never
received any fuch infulting Epiftle from you. MyLord
Oxford fays you have not written to him once fince
you went : but this perhaps may be only policy, in
him or you: and I, who am half'a Whig, muft not
entirely credit any thing he affirms. At Button’s ir
is. reported you are gone to Hanover, and that Gay
goes only on an Embafly to you. Others apprehend
fome dangerous State treatife from your retirement ;
and a Wit, who affe@s to imitate Balfac, fays that the
Miniftry now are like thofe Heathens of old who
received their oracles from the Woods. The Gen-
tlemen of the Roman Catholic perfuafion are not un-

willing

* Some time before the death of Queen Auaze, when her Mi-
nifters were quarrelling, and the Dean could not reconcile them,

he retired to a Friend’s boufe at Letcomb in Berkfhire, and never
faw them after.



FROM DR. SWIFT, etc. 5
willing to credit me, when I whifper, that you are
gone to meet fome Jefuits commiffioned from the
Court of Rome, in order to fettle the moft conve-
nient methods to be taken for the coming of the Pre-
tender. Dr. Arbuthnot is fingular in his opinion,
and imagines your only defign is to attend at full lei-
fure to the life and adventures of Scriblerus®. This
indeed muft be granted of greater importance than all
the reft; and I with I could promife fo well of you.
The top of my own ambition is to contribute to that
great work, and I fhall tranflate Homer by the bye.
Mr. Gay has acquainted you what progrefs I have
made in it. I can’t name Mr. Gay, without all the
acknowledgments which I {hall ever owe you, on his
account. If I write this in verfe, I would tell you,
you are like the fun, and while men imagine you to
be retired or abfent, are hourly exerting your indul-
gence, and bringing things to maturity for their ad-
vantage. Of all the world, you are the man (with-
out flattery) who ferve your friends with the leaft
oftentation ; it is almoft ingratitude to thank you,
confidering

® This proje& (in which the principal perfons engaged were
Dr. Arbuthnot, Dr. Swift, and Mr. Pope) was 2 very noble one.
It was to write a complete fatire in'profe upon the abufes in every
branch of fcience, comprifed in the hiftory of the life and writings
of Scriblerus ; the iffue of which were only fome detached parts
and fragments, fuch as the Memoiry of Scriblerus, the Travels of
Gulliver, the Treatife of the Profund, the literal Criticifns o
Pirgil, etc. w.

But the three laft mentioned Works were not at all in the
chara&er of Dr. Scriblerus. -

B3



6 LETTERS TO AND

confidering your temper ; and this is the period of ali
my letter which I fear you will think the moft im-
pertinent. I am, with the trueft affetion,

Yours, etc.

LETTER 1L
FROM DR. SWIFT TO MR. POPE.

Dublin, June 28, r715.

Y © Lord Bifhop of Clogher gave me your kind
letter full of reproaches for my not writing.

I am naturally no very exact correfpondent, and when
I leave a country without a probability of returning,
T think as feldom asT can of what Iloved or efteemed
in it, to avoid the Defiderium which of all things makes
life moft uneafy. But you muft give me leave to add
one thing, that you talk at your eafe, being wholly
unconcerned in public events: For, if your friends
the Whigs continue, you may hope for fome favour ;
if the Tories return *, you are at leaft fure of quiet.
You

¢ Dr. 8. George Afb, formerly a fellow of Trinity-College,
Dublin, (to whom the Dean was a Pupil,) afterwards Bithop of
Clogher, and tranflated to the See of Derry in 1716-17. It was
he who married Swift to Mrs. Johnfon, 1716, and performed the
ceremony in a garden. S.

* Ina Manufcript Letter of Lord Bolingbroke it is faid, ¢ That
George the Firft fet out from Hanover with a refolution of op-
prefling no fet of men that would be quiet fubjets. But as foon

as



FROM DR. SWIFT, etc. 5

You know how well I loved both Lord Oxford and
Bolingbroke, and how dear the Duke of Ormond is
to’ me: ‘Do you imagine I can be eafy while their
enemies are endeavouring to take off their heads?
1 nunc et verfus tecum meditare canoros—Do you ima-
gine I can be eafy, when I think of the probable con-
fequences of thefe proceedings, perhaps upon the very
peace of the nation, but certainly of the minds of fo
many hundred thoufand good fubjetts? Upon the
whole, you may truly attribute my filence to the
Eclipfe, but it was that Eclipfe which happened on the
firft of Auguft.

I borrowed your Homer from the Bithop (mine is
not yet landed) and read it out in two evenings. If
it pleafeth others as well as me, you have got your
end in profit and reputation ; yet I am angry at fome
bad Rhymes and Triplets, and pray in your next
do not let me have fo many unjuftifiable Rhymes*
to war and gods. Itell you all the faults I know,
only in one or two places you are a little obfcure ;
but I expected you to be fo in one or two and twenty.

I have

as he came into Holland a contrary refolution was taken, at the
carneft importunity of the Allies, and particularly of Heinfius,
and of fome of the Whigs. Lord Townfhend came triumphantly .
to acquaint Lord Somers with all the meafures of profcription
and of perfecution which they intended, and to which the King
had at laft confented. The old Peer afked him what he meant,
and fhed tears on the forefight of meafures like thofe of the
Roman Triumvirate.”

* He was frequently carping at Pope for bad Rhymes in. many
* other parts of his works. His own were remarkably exaét.

B 4



8 LETTERS TO AND

1 have heard no foul talk of it here, for indeed it is
not come over; nor do we very much abound in
judges, at leaft I have not the honour to be ac-
quainted with them. Your notes are perfeétly good,
and fo are your Preface and Effay *.  Your are pretty
bold in mentioning Lord Bolingbroke in that Preface.
I faw the Key to the Lock but yefterday : I think you
have changed it a good deal, to adapt it to the pre-
fent times . {

God be thanked I have yet no Parliamentary bufi-
nefs, and if they have done with me, I fhall never
feek their acquaintance. I have not been very fond
of them for fome years paft, not when I thought
them tolerably good; and therefore if I can get leave
to be abfent, I fhall be much inclined to be on that
fide, when there is a Parliament on this; but truly
1 muft be a little ealy inmy mind T before I can think

of Scriblerus.
You

* Given to him by Parnell; and with which Pope told Mr,
Spence, he ywas never well fatisfied, though he correCted it again
and again.

4 Put thefe two laft obfervations together, and it will appear,
that Mr. Pope was never wanting to his friends for fear of Party,
nor would he infult a Miniftry to humour them. He faid of him-
felf, and 1 believe he faid truly, that ke never wrote a line to gratify
the animgfity of any one party at the expence of another. See the
Letter to a Noble Lord. W,

1 Never was exhibited fo ftrong and lamentable a piQure of
difappointed ambition, as in thefe Letters of the Dean. When
we confider the fidelity ar}d ability with which he ferved the
Queen’s laft Miniftry, we'are furprifed that they gavé him no
}ugner pmferment, but banifhed him, as it were, to Ireland. = The

k gisd fal



FROM DR. SWIFT, etc. ‘9

You are to underftand that I live in the corner of
2 vaft unfurnithed houfe; my family confifts of a
fteward, a groom, a helper in the ftable, a footman,
and an old maid, who are all at board wages, and
when I do not dine abroad, or make an entertain-
ment- (which laft is very rare), I eat a mutton pye,
and drink half a pint of wine: My amufements dre,
defending my fmall dominiens againft the Archbifhop,
and endeavouring to reduce my rebellious Choir.
Perditur baec inter mifero lux. 1 defire you will pre-
fent my humble fervice to Mr. Addifon, Mr. Con-
greve, Mr. Rowe, and Gay. I am, and will be
always, extremely yours, etc.

fa& is, that he had fo mfuperably dlfguﬁed many grave
Divines, and the Queen herfelf, by his Fale of a Tub, that fhe
never would hear of his advancement in the Church. And this
difguft was kept alive' by the infligations of Archbifhop Sharp,
and by the Duchefs of Somerfet, whom he had wantoply lam-
pooned. It was in vain he wrote, to take off thefe impreffions, his
mcomparable Treatifes, A Projed for the Advancement of Religion;
and the Sentiments of a Church of England Man. The truth is,
his friends the Minifters had it not in their power to do more for
him: than' they did; but, as is-the conftant pra&ice of all Mi-
nifters, artfully concealed from him their inability to ferve him,
to keep him fleady in his dependance on them.
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LETTER Il
MR. POPE TO DR. SWIFT.

June 20, 1716.
cannNor f{uffer a friend to crofs the Irith feas with-
out bearing a teftimony from me of the conftant

efteem and affection Iam both obliged and inclined to
have for you. It is better he fhould tell you than I,
how often you are in our thoughts and in our cups,
and how I learn to fleep lefs© and drink more when-
ever you are named among us. -I look upon a friend
in Ireland as upon a friend in the other world, whom
(popithly fpeaking) I believe conftantly wéll difpofed
towards me, and ready to do me all the goc;d he can,
in that ftate of feparation, though I hear’ nothing
from him, and make addrefles to him but very rarely.
A proteftant divine cannot take it amifs that I treat
him in the fame manner with my patron Saint,

I can tell you no news, but what you will not
fufficiently wonder at, that I fuffer many things as an
author militant : whereof in your days of probation
you have been a fharer, or you had not arrived in
that triumphant ftate you now defervedly enjoy in
the Church. As for me, I have not the leaft hopes
of the Cardinalat, tho’ I fuffer for my religion in
almoft every weekly paper. I have begun to take a

pique

¢ Alluding to his conftant cuftom of fleeping after dinner.
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pique at the Pfalms of David (if the wicked may be
credited, who have printed a fcandalous one’ in my
name*). This report I dare not difcourage too much,
in a profpe I have at prefent of a poft under the
Marquis de Langallerie®, wherein if I can do but
fome fignal fervice again(t the Pope, I may be con-
fiderably advanced by the Turks, the only religious
people I dare confide in. If it fhould happen here-
after that I thould write for the holy law of Mahomet,
I hope it may make no breach between you and me;
every one muft live, and I beg you will not be the
man to manage the controverfly againft me. The
Church of Romet I judge (from many modern
fymptoms, as well as ancient prophecies) to be in a
declining condition; that of England will in a fhort
time be fcarce able to maintain her own family: fo.
Churches fink as generally as Banks in Europe, and
for the fame reafon ; that Religion and Trade, which
at firt were open and free, have been reduced into
the Management of Companies, and the Roguery of
Direttors.

Idon’t

f In Curl’s Colle@ion. J

* Tt is obfervable that he does not deny his being the writer
of it. > .

g One who made a noife then, as Count Bonneval has done
fince, 3 .

1 Thefe words are remarkable. What would he have faid, if
he had feen what has happened in France, 1794 ? and what is
likely to happen, by the diffufion of Learning and Science, in all
the other Catholic Countries of Europe? Such. events are ftupen-
dous s5—Non hec_fine-numine Diviim eveninnt.



12 LETTERS TO AND

I don’t know why I tell you all this, but that I
always loved to talk to you; but this is not a time
for any man to talk to the purpofe. Truth is a kind
of contraband commodity, which I would not venture
to export, and therefore the only thing tending that
dangerous way which I fhall fay, is, that I am, and
always will be, with the utmoft fincerity,

¢ i : Yours, etc.

LETTER 1V,
FROM DR. SWIFT TO MR. POPE.
Auguft 30, 1716,

‘I HAaD the favour of yours by Mr. F. of whom, be-
fore any other queftion relating to your health or
fortune, or fuccefs as a Poet, I enquired your princi-
ples in the common form, ¢ Is he Whig or a Tory?””
1 am forry to find they are not fo well tallied to the pre-
fent junéture, as I could wifh. I always thought the
terms of Fac?o and Fure had been introduced by the
Poets, and that Pofleflion of any fort in Kings was
held an' unexceptionable title in the Courts of Par-
naffus. If you do not grow a perfet good fubject
in all its prefent latitudes, I fhall conclude you are
become rich, and able to live without dedica-
tions to men in power, whereby one great in-
conveniency will follow, that you and the world
4 and
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and pofterity will be utterly ignorant of their Virtues:
For, either your brethren have miferably deceived us
thefe hundred years paft, or Power confers Virtue, as
naturally as five of your Popith facraments do Grace.
=You fleép lefs and drink more——DBut your mafter
Horace was Vini fomnique benignus : and, as I take it,
both are proper for your trade. As to mine, there
are a thoufand poetical texts to confirm the one; and
as to the other, I know it was andiently the cuftom
to fleep in Temples for thofe who would confult ‘the
Orac}es, « Who difates to me * flumbering®,”* etc.

5 You are an ill Catholic, or a worfe Geographér,
for' I can affure you, Ireland is not Paradife}, and I
appeal even, to any Spanith divine, whether Addrefles
were ever made to a friend in Hell, or Purgatory?
And:who are. all thefe enemies you hint at? I can
only think of Curl, Gildon, Squire Burnet, Black-
more, and a few: others whofe fame I have forgot;
Tools, in my opinion, as neceflary for a good writer,
as pen, ink, and paper. And befides, I would fain
know: whether every Draper doth not fhew you three
or four damn’d’ pieces of ftuff to fet off his good one?
However I will grant, that one thorough Book{élling-
Rogue is better qualified to vex an author; thanall

his

* 'The nnly time Swift ever alludes to Milton: who was of an

order of writers very different from what, Swift admu‘ed and imi*
tated, :

h Milton,
T According to Spence’s anecdotes, Swift was not born in Ire-
land, as it has fometimes been afferted, but at Leicefter, 1667.
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his cotemporary feribblers in Critic or Satire, not only
by ftolen Copies of what was incorret or unfit for the
public, but by downright laying other men’s dulnefs
at your door. I had long a defign upon the Ears of
that Curl, when I was in credit, but the Rogue
would never allow me a fair ftroke at them, although
my penknife was ready drawn and fharp. I can hardly
believe the relation of his being poifoned, although the
hiftorian pretends to have been an eye-witnefs: But I
beg pardon, Sack might do it, although Rats-bane
would not. I never faw the thing you mention as
falfely imputed to you; but I think the frolicks of
merry hours, even when we are guilty, fhould not
be left to the mercy of our beft friends, until Curl
and his refemblers are hanged.

With fubmiffion to the better judgment of you and
your friends, I take your proje& of an employment
under the Turks to be idle and unneceflary.- Have
a little patience, and you will find more merit and
encouragement at home by the fame methods.  You
are ungrateful to your country; quit but your own
Religion, and ridicule ours, and that will allow you
a free choice of any other, or for none at all, and
pay you well into the bargain. Therefore pray do
not run and difgrace us among the Turks, by telling
them you were forced to leave your native home, be-
caufe we would oblige you to be a Chriftian ; where-
as we will make it appear to all the world, that we
only compelled you to be a Whig.

y There
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There is a young ingenious Quaker in this town,
who writes verfes to his miftrefs, not very corre,
but in a ftrain purely what a poetical Quaker fhould
do, commending her look and habit, etc. It gave
me a hint that a fet of Quaker paftorals might fuc-
ceed, if your friend Gay' could fancy it, and I think
it a fruitful fubjet; pray hear what he fays. I be-
lieve further, the paftoral ridicule is not exhaufted ;
and that a porter, footman, or* chairman’s paftoral
might do well. Or what think you of a Newgate
paftoral, among the whores and thieves there?

Laftly, to conclude, I love you never the worfe
for feldom writing to you. Iamin an obfcure fcene,
where you know neither thing nor perfon. I can
only anfwer yours, which I promife to do after a fort
whenever you think fit to employ me. But I can
affure you, the fcene and the times have deprefled
me wonderfully, for I will impute no defec to thofe
two paltry years which have flipped by fince I had
the happinefs to fee you.

I am with the trueft efteem,
Yours, etc.

! Gay did write a paftoral of this kind, which is publifhed in
his works,

k Swift himfelf wrote one of this kind, intitled Dermot and
Sheelah.
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W A B O 0F L R
FROM DR. SWIFT TO MR. POPE.

DuSh’n,Jan. 10,1721,

. THOUSAND things* have vexed me of late years,

upon which I am: determined te lay open. my
mind to you. I rather chufe to appeal to. you than
to my Lord Chief - Juftice- Whitfhed, under the
fituation T am in. For, I take this caufe properly to
lie before you: You are a much fitter Judge. of what
concerns the credit of a Writer, the injuries that are
done -him, and the reparations he ought to receive.
Befides, I doubt whether the arguments I could
fuggeft to prove my own innocence, would be. of
much weig_ht‘ from the gentlemen of the 'Long,robe
ta thofe in Furs, upon whofe decifion about the. dif-
ference of Style or Sentiments, I fhould be.very un~
willing to leave the merits of my Caufe.

Give me leave then to put you in mind. (although
you cannot eafily forget it) that about ten weeks before
the Queen’s death, Ileft the town, upon occafion
of that incurable breach among the great men at
Court, and went down to Berkihire, where you may

remember

! This Letter Mr. Pope never received. P. Nor did he believe
it wasever {fent. W,

* No piece of Swift contains more political knowledge, more
love of the Englith Conftitution, and national Liberty, than ap-
pears in this celebrated letter ; and it is not a little wonderful that
Pope fhould affirm he never received it.
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remember that you gave me the favour of a vifit,
While I was in that retirement, I writ a difcourfe
which I thought might be ufeful in fuch a juntture
of affairs, and fent it up to London; but, upon fome
difference in opinion between me and a certain great
Minifter now abroad, the publithing of it was de-
ferred fo long, that the Queen died, and I recalled
my copy, which hath been ever fince in fafe hands.
In a few weeks after the lofs of that excellent Prin-
cefs, I came to my ftation here; where I have con-
tinued ever fince in the greateft privacy, and utter
ignorance of thofe events, which are moft commonly
talked of in the world. I neither know the names
nor number of the Royal Family which now reigns,
further than the Prayer-book informs me. I can-
not tell who is Chancellor, who are Secretaries,
nor with what nations we are in peace or war. And
this manner of life was not taken up out of any fort
of Affettation, but merely to avoid giving offences
and for fear of provoking Party-zeal.

I had indeed written fome Memorials of the four
laft years of the Queen’s reign, with fome other in-
formations, which I received, as neceffary materials
to qualify me for doing fomething in an employment
then defigned me™: But, as it was at the difpofal of
a perfon, who had not the fimalleft fhare of fteadinefs
or fincerity, I difdained to accept it.

Thefe
= Hiftoriographer.
MO Ls IXsiaal c
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Thefe papers at my few hours of health and leifure,
I have been digefting " into order by one fheet at a
time, for I dare not venture any further, left the
humour of fearching and feizing papers fhould re-
vive; not that T am in pain of any danger to my-
felf, (for they contain nothing of prefent Times or
Perfons, upon which I fhall never lofe a thought
while there is a Cat or a Spaniel in the houfe,) but to
preferve them from being loft among Meffengers and
Clerks.

1 have written in this kingdom, a ° difcourfe to
perfuade the wretched people to wear their own Ma-
nufa@tures inftead of thofe from England. This
Treatife foon fpread very faft, being agreeable to the
fenfiments of the whole nation, except.of thofe
gentlemen who had employments, or were Expec-
tants. Upon which a perfon in great office here im-

mediately

2 Thefe papers fome years after were brought finithed by the
Dean into England, with an intention to publifh them. But L.
Bol. on whofe judgment he relied, diffuaded him from that de-
fign. He told the Dean, there were feveral fa&s he knew to be
falfe, and that the whole was {fo much in the fpirit of party writ-
ing, though it might have made a feafonable pamphlet in the time
of the adminiftration, it was a dithonour to juft hiftory. Itisto
be obferved that the Treafurer Oxford was the Hero of the ftory.
The Dean would do nothing againft his friend’s judgment, yet it
extremely chagrined him. And he told a common friend, that
fince L. B. did not approve his hiftory, he would caft it iato the
fire, though it was the beft work he had ever written. However,.
it did not undergo this fate, and is faid to be yet in being.—It has
been fince publifhed. W.

° A Propofal for the univerfal Ufe of Irifh Manfuttures. P.
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mediately took the alarm: He fent in hafte for the
Chief Juftice, and informed him of a feditious, faéti-
ous, and virulent Pamphlet, lately publifhed with a
defign of fetting the two Kingdoms at variance; di-
refting at the fame time that the Printer fhould be
profecuted to the utmoft rigour of law. The Chief
Juftice had fo quick an underftanding, that he re-
folved, if poffible, to out-do his orders. The Grand-
Juries of the county and city were pradtifed effectu-
ally with to reprefent the faid Pamphlet with all ag-
gtavating Epithets, for which they had thanks fent
them from England, and their Prefentments publithed
for feveral weeks in all the news-papers.  The Printer
was feized, and forced to give great bail: After his
trial the Jury brought him in Not Guilty, although
they had been culled with the utmoft induftry ; the
Chief Juftice fent them back nine times, and kept
them eleven hours, until being perfectly tired out,
they were forced to leave the matter to the mercy of
the Judge, by what they call a Special Verdi&t, Dur-
ing the trial, the Chief Juftice, among other fingu-
larities, laid his hand on his breaft, and protefted
folemnly that the Author’s defign was to bring in the
Pretender ; although there was not a fingle fyllable
of Party in the whole Treatife, and although it was
known that the moft eminent of thofe who profeffed
his own principles, publicly difallowed his proceed-
ings.  But the caufe being fo very odious and impo-
pular, the trial of the Verdi& was deferred from one

cz term
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term to another, until upon the Duke of G--ft-on the
Lord Lieutenant’s arrival, his Grace, after mature
advice, and permiffion from England, was pleafed to
grant a noli profequi.

This is the more remarkai)le, becaufe it is faid that
the man is no ill decider in common cafes of property,
where Party is out of the queftion; but when that

. intervenes, with ambition at heels to pufh it forward,
it muft needs confound any man of little fpirit, and
low birth, who hath no other endowment than that
fort of Knowledge, which, however poffeffled in the
higheft degree, can poflibly give no one good quality
to the mind *.

It

® This is a very ftranige affertion. To fuppofe that a confum-
mate knowledge of the Laws, by which civilized focieties arc
governed, can give no one good quality to the mind, is making Ethics
(of which public laws are fo confiderable a part) a very unprofita-
ble ftudy. The beft divifion of the fciences is that old one of
Plato, into Ethics, Phyfics, and Logic. The feverer Philofo-
phers condemn a total application to the two latter, becaufe they
have no tendency to mend the heart; and recommended the firft
as our principal ftudy, for its efficacy in this important fervice.
And fure, if any human fpeculations have this effet, they muft be
thofe which have man for their obje&, as a reafonable, a focial,
and a civil being. And thefe are all included under Ezbics; whe-
ther you call the fcience Morality or Law. With regard to the
Common Law of England, we may juftly apply to it what Tully
fays of the law of the Twelve Tables. ¢ Fremant omnes licet, di-
¢« cam quod fentio: bibliothecas mehercule omnium Philofopho-
¢« rum unum mihi videtur Pandeftarum volumen et authoritatis
« pondere et utilitatis ubertate fuperare.”” But the beft evidence
of its moral efficacy is the manners of its Profeffors ; and thefe,
in every age, have been fuch as were the firft improved, and the
laft corrupted.
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It is true, I have been much ‘concerned, for feveral
years paft, upon account of the public as well as for
myfelf, to fee how ill a tafte for wit and fenfe prevails
in the world, which Politics, and South-fea, and
Party, and Opera’s, and Mafquerades have intro-
duced. For, befides many infipid papers which the
malice of fome hath entitled me to, there are many
perfons appearing to with me well, and pretending to -
be judges of my ftyle and manner, who have yet
afcribed fome writings to me, of which any man of
common fenfe and literature would be heartily
afthamed. I cannot forbear inftancing a Treatife called
a Dedication upon Dedications, which many would have
to be mine, althongh it be as empty, dry, and fervile
a compofition, as 1 remember at any time to have
read. But above all, there is one circumftance
which makes it impoffible for me to have been Au-
thor of a Treatife, wherein there are feveral pages
containing a Panegyric on King George, of whofe
charadter and perfon I am utterly ignorant, nor ever
had once the curiofity to enquire into either, living
at fo great a diftance as I do, and having long done
with whatever can relate to public matters,

Indeed I have formerly delivered my thoughts very
freely, whether I were afked or no; but never af-
feted to be a Counfellor, to which I had no manner
of call. I was humbled enough to fee myfelf fo far
out-done by the Earl of Oxford in my own trade as
a Scholar, and too good a courtier not to difcover

(61 his
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his contempt of thofe who would be men of import-
ance out of their fphere. Befides, to fay the truth,
although T have known many great Minifters ready
enough to hear opinions, yet I have hardly feen one
that would ever defcend to take Advice; and this
pedantry arifeth from a Maxim themfelves do not
believe at the fame time they pracife by it, that there
is fomething profound in Politics, which men of
plain honeft fenfe cannot arrive to. '

T only with my endeavours had fucceeded better in
the great point I had at heart, which was that of
reconciling the Minifters to each other. This might
have been done, if others, who had more concern
and more influence, would have a&ed their parts;
and, if this had fucceeded, the public intereft both of
Church and State would not have been the worfe,
nor the Proteftant Succeflion endangered.

But, whatever opportunities a conftant attendance
of four years might have given me for endeavouring to
dogood offices to particular perfons, I deferve at leaft
to find tolerable quarter from thofe of the other Party;
for many of which I was a conftant advocate with the
Earl of Oxford, and for this I appeal to his Lordfhip :
He knows how often I preflfed him in favour of Mr.
Addifon, Mr. Congreve, Mr. Rowe, and Mr. Steel 5
although I freely confefs that his Lordfhip’s kindnefs
to them was altogether owing to his generous no-
tions, and the efteem he had for their wit and parts,
of which I could only pretend to be a remembrancer.

7 For
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Tor I can never forget the anfwer he gave to the late
Lord Halifax, who upon the firft change of the Mi-
niftry interceded with him to fpare Mr. Congreve: It
was by repeating thefe two lines of Virgil;

Non obtufa adeo geftamus pectora Peeni,

Nec tam averfus equos Tyria Sol jungit ab urbe.
Purfuant to which, he always treated Mr. Congreve
with the greateft perfonal civilities, afluring him of
his conftant favour and protetion, and adding that
he would ftudy to do fomething better for him,

I remember it was in thofe times a ufual fubjet of
raillery towards me among the Minifters, that I never
came to them without a Whig in my {fleeve: Which
I do not fay with any view towards making my
Court: For, the new Principles? fixed to thofe of
that denomination, I did then, and do now from my
heart abhor, deteft, and abjure, as wholly degenerate
from their predeceffors. I have converfed in fome
freedom with more Minifters of State of all parties
than ufually happens to men of my level, and, I con-
fefs, in their capacity as Minifters, I look upon them
as a race of people whofe acquaintance no man
would court otherwife than upon the fcore of Vanity
or Ambition. The firft quickly wears off (and is the
Vice of low minds, for a man of fpirit is too proud
to be vain) and the other was not my cafe. Befides,

having
¢ He means particularly the principle at that time charged upon

them by their Enemics, of an intention fo proferibe the Tories. W,
c4
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‘having never received more than one {fmall favour, I
was under no neceflity of being a flave to men in
power, but chofe my friends by their perfonal merit,
without examining how far their notions agreed with
the politics then in vogue. I frequently converfed
with Mr. Addifon, and the others I named (except
Mr. Steel) during all my Lord Oxford’s Miniftry,
and Mr. Addifon’s friendthip to me continued inviola-
ble, with as much kindnefs as when we ufed to meet
at my Lord Somers * or Halifax, who were leaders
of the oppofite Party.

* The following curious account of Swift’s political conduét is
given by the refpe&able Dr. Salter, late Mafter of the Charter-
houfe. ¢ Lord Somers recommended Swift at his own very
earneft requeft to Lord Wharton, when that Ear] went Licutenant
to Ireland, in 1708, but without fuccefs ; and the anfwer Whar-
ton is faid to have given was never forgotten or forgiven by Swift ;
but it fecms to have laid the foundation of that peculiar rancour
with which he always mentions Lord Wharton. I faw and read
two Letters of Jonathan Swift, then prebendary of St. Patrick’s
Dublin, to Lord Somers: the firft earneftly entreating his favour,
pleading his poverty, and profeffing the moft unalterable attach-
ment to his Lordthip’s perfon, friends, and caufe; the fecond
acknowledging Lord Somers’s kindnefs in having recommended
him 3 and concluding with the like folemn profeffions, not more
than a year before Swift deferted Lord Somers and all his friends,
writing avowedly on the contrary fide, and (as he boafts himfelf)
libelling all the junto round. I faw alfo the very letters which
Y.ord Somers wrote to Lord Wharton, in which Swift is very hearti-
1y and warmly recommended ; and I well remember the fhort and
very fmart anfwer Lord Wharton is faid to have given ; which, as I
have obferved, Swift never forgave or forgot; it was to this pur-
pofe: ¢ Oh, my Lord, we muft not prefer or countenance thofe
fellows; we have not charater enough ourfelves.”

Iwould

\
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I would infer from all this, that it is with great in-
juftice I have thefe many years been pelted by your
Pamphleteers, merely upon account of fome regard
which the Queen’s laft Minifters were pleafed to have
for me: And.yet in my confcience I think Iam a par.
taker in every ill defign they had againt the Proteft-
ant Succeflion, or the Liberties and Religion of their
Country ; and can fay with Cicero, ¢ that I'thould
¢ be proud to be included with them in all their
<< altions tenguam in equo Trofano.” But if I have
never difcovered by my words, writings, or actions,
any party virulence®, or dangerous defigns againft the
prefent powers; if my friendfhip and converfation
were equally thewn among thofe who liked or dif~
approved the proceedings then at Court, and that I
was known to be a common Friend of all deferving
perfons of the latter fort, when they were in diftrefs:
I cannot but think it hard, that I am not fuffered to
run quietly among the common herd of people, whofe
opinions unfortunately differ from thofe which lead to
favour and preferment.

I ought to let you know, that the Thing we called
a Whig* in England is a creature altogether differ-
ent from thofe of the fame. denomination here; at

leaft

* The Examiners, 1 fuppofe, were not then publithed amongft
the Dean’s works. Ww.

* On a moderate computation how many times have #/bigs and
Tories changed their principles, or rather their names! When °
Swift firft fet out in life, he was as true a Whig as Addifon.
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leaft it was fo during the reign of her late Majefty.
Whether thofe on your fide have changed or no, it
hath not been my bufinefs to enquire. I remember
my excellent friend Mr. Addifon, when he firft came
over hither Secrétary to the Earl of Wharton, then
Lord Lieutenant, was extremely offended at the
condu& and difcourfe of the Chief Managers here:
He told me they were a fort of pe@le who feemed to
think, that the principles of a Whig confifted in
nothing elfe but damning the Church, reviling the
Clergy, abetting the Diffenters, and fpeaking con-
temptibly of revealed Religion.

I was difcourfing fome years ago with a certain Mi_
nifter about that whiggith or fanatical Genius, fo
prevalent among the Englith of this kingdom : His
Lordfhip accounted for it by that number of Crom-
well’s Soldiers, adventurers eftablithed here, who
were all of the foureft leven, and the meaneft birth,
and whofe pofterity are now in pofleflion of their
lands and their principles. However, it muft be con-
fefled, that of late fome people in this country are
grown weary of quarrelling, becaufe intereft, the
great motive of quarrelling, is at an end; for, it is
hardly worth contending who fhall be an Excifeman,
a Country-Vicar, 2 Cryer in the Courts, or an Under-
Clerk.

You will perhaps be inclined to think, that a perfon
[o ill-treated as I have been, muft at fome time or

~other
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other have difcovered very dangerous opinions in go=
vernment ; in anfwer to which, I will tell you what
my political Principles were in the time of her late
glorious Majefty, which I never contradited by any
adtion, writing, or difcourfe. ' #

Firft, I always declared myfelf againft a Popith
Succeflor to the Crown, whatever Title he might
have by the proxifhity of blood : Neither did I ever
regard the right line, except upon two accounts:
firft, as it was eftablifhed by law; and fecondly, as
it hath much weight in the opinions of the people,
for neceflity may abolifh any Law, but cannot alter
the fentiments of the vulgar; Right of inheritance
being perhaps the moft popular of all topics ; and
therefore in great Changes, when that is broke, there
will remain much heart-burning and difcontent among
the meaner people ; which (under a weak Prince and
corrupt Adminiftration) may have the worft confe-
quences upon the peace of any ftate.

As to what is called a Revolution principle *, my
opinion was this; That whenever thofe evils, which
ufually attend and follow a violent change of Govern-
ment, were not in probability fo pernicious as the
grievance we fuffer under a prefent power, then the

public

* A full, fhort, but folid defence of the principles on which the
Revolution was built : * As the preceding paragraph contains all
that can be fenfibly urged in favour of Hereditary Right. 'This
topic he has enlarged upon, and placed in a perfpicuous light, in
the admirable ¢ Sentiments of a Church of England Man.”
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public good will juftify fuch a Revolution. And this
I took to have been the cafe in the Prince of Orange’s
Expedition, although in the confequences it produced
fome very bad effets, which are likely to ftick long
enough by us. :

I had likewife in thofe days a mortal antipathy
againft Standing Armies in times of Peace. Becaufe
I always took Standing Armies to be only fervants
hired by the Mafter of the family for keeping his own
children in flavery ; and becaufe I conceived, that a
Prince, who could not think himfelf fecure without
Mercenary Troops, muft needs have a feparate in-
tereft from that of his Subjeéts. Although I am not
ignorant’ of thofe artificial Neceflities which a cor-
rupted Miniftry can create, for keeping up Forces to
fupport a Fation againft the public Intereft.

As to Parliaments *, I adored the wifdom of that
Gothic Inftitution, which made them annual : and [

was

* When King William hefitated about paffing the Bill for
triennial Parliaments, (for annnal feem impraéticable, and out of the
quettion,) and fent down to Sir William Temple, who had retired
from public bufinefs, to defire he wonld give him his free opinion
on this important meafure, Sir William difpatched Swift, then a
young man, and who lived in his houfe, with a letter to his
Majetty, informing him, that the meflenger was fully inftru&ted
to give him all poffible information on the fubje®. The King
liftened to Swift with patience and attention, and gave his affent
to the Bill. As to extending the duration of Parliament, in the
Reign of George 1. Dr. Fobufon has exprefled himfelf with great
emphafis, by faying, ¢ That the fudden introdu&ion of. twelve

new Peers at once by Queen Anne, was an a& of authority vio-
lent
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was confident our Liberty could never be placed upon
a firm foundation until that ancient law were re-
ftored among us. TFor, who fees not, that, while
fuch Affemblies are permitted to have a longer dura-
tion, there grows up a commerce of corruption be-
tween the Miniftry and the Deputies, wherein they
both find their accounts, to the manifeft danger of
Liberty ? which traffic would never anfwer the defign
nor expence, if Parliaments met once a Year.

1 ever abominated that Scheme of Politics (now
about thirty years old) of fetting up a monied Inte-
reft in oppofition to the landed. For I conceived, there
could not be a truer maxim in our government than
this, That the Pofleffors of the foil are the beft judges
of what is for the advantage of the kingdom. If
others had thought the fame way, Funds of Credit
and South-fea Projets would neither have been felt

nor heard of.
I could

lent enough, yet certainly legal ; and by no means to be compared
with that contempt of national right, with which fome time after-
wards, by the inftigation of Whiggifin, the Commons, chofen by
the People for three years, chofe themfelves for feven.”

He fhould have faid at the inftigation of fome, who called them-
felves Whigs. It is in allufion to thﬁs fentiment of Swif?, relating
to Parliaments, that Dr. Stopford, the learned and amiable Bifhop
of Cloyne, thus exprefles himfelf in a Latin Panegyric on Swift.
¢ Incorruptus inter peflimos mores; magni atque conftantis
animi ; Libertatis femper ftudiofiffimus, atque noftri Reipublicz
ftatus, a Gothis quondam fapienter inftituti, laudator perpetuus,
propugnator acerrimus. Cujus tamen formam, ambit{i et lar-
gitione adeo feedatam, ut vix nunc dignofci poffit, fxpius indigna-
bundus ploravit,”
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I could never difcover the neceflity of fufpending
any Law upon which the Liberty of the moft innos
cent perfons depended ; neither do I think this Prace
tice hath made the tafte of Arbitrary Power fo agree-
able, as that we fhould defire to fee it repeated.
Every Rebellion fubdued and Plot difcovered, contri-
bute to the firmer eftablifhment of the Prince: In the
latter cafe, the knot of Confpirators is entirely broke,
and they are to begin their work anew under a thoufand
difadvantages : So that thofe diligent enquiries into re-
mote and problematical guilt, with a new power of en-
forcing them by chains and dungeons to every perfon
whofe face a Minifter thinks fit to diflike, are not only
oppofite to that Maxim, which declareth it better that
ten guilty men fhould efcape, than one innocent
fuffer ; but likewife leave a gate wide open to the whole
tribe of Informers, the moft accurfed, and proftitute,
and abandoned race, that God ever perrmtted to
plague mankind.

It is true the Romans had a cuftom of chufing @
Di&ator, during whofe adminiftration the Power of
other Magiftrates was fufpended ; but this was done
upon the greateft emergencies; a War near their
doors, or fome civil Diffention : For Armies muft be
governed by arbitrary power. But when the Virtue
of that Commonwealth gave place to luxury and am-
bition, this very office of Dittator became perpetual
in the perfons of the Ceefars and their Succeffors, the
moft infamous Tyrants that have any where appeared
in ftory. -

Thele
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Thefe are fome of the fentiments 1 had relating to
public affairs, while I was in the world : What they
are at prefent, is of little importance either to that or
myfelf ; neither can I truly fay I have any at all, or,
if I had, I dare not venture to publith them: For
however orthodox they may be while I am now
writing, they may become criminal enough to bring
me into trouble before midfummer. And indeed I
have often withed for fome time paft, that a political
Catechifm might be publithed by authority four times
a year, in order to inftruct us how we are to fpeak,
write, and act during the current quarter. ~ I have by
experience felt the want of fuch an inftructor ; for, in-
tending to make my court to fome people on the pre-
vailing fide by advancing certain old whiggith prin-
ciples, which, it feems, had been exploded about a
month before, I have pafled for a difaffetted perfon.
I am not ignorant how idle a thing it is, for a man in
obfcurity to attempt defending his reputation as a
Writer, while the fpirit of Faftion hath fo univerfally
poflefled the minds of men, that they are not at leifure
to attend any thing elfe. They will juft give them-
felves time to libel and accufe me, but cannot fpare a
minute to hear my defence. So in a plot-difcovering
age, I have often known an innocent man feized and
imprifoned, and forced to lie feveral months in chains,
while the Minifters were not at leifure to hear his
petition, until they had profecuted and hanged the
number they propofed.

All
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All T can reafonably hope for by this letter, is'to
convince my friends, and others who are pleafed to
with me well, that I have neither been fo ill a Sub-
je€t nor fo ftupid an Author, as I have been repre-
fented by the virulence of Libellers, whofe malice
hath taken the fame train in both, by fathering dan-
gerous Principles in government upon me, which I
never maintained, and infipid Produétions, which 1
am not capable of writing. For, however I may
have been foured by perfonal ill treatment, or by me-
lancholy profpeéts for the public, I am too much a
politician * to expofe my own fafety by offenfive
words. ~And, if my genius and fpirit be funk by in-
creafing years, I have at leaft enough difcretion left,
not to miftake the meafure of my own abilities, by at-
tempting fubje&s where thofe Talents are neceffary,
which perhaps I may have loft with my youth 1.

* Swift, in one fentence only, of his admirable ¢ Sentiments
of a Church of England Man,” demolifhed the flavifh and abfurd
doétrine of paffive obedience and non-refiftance. ¢ Many of the
Clergy,” fayshe, ¢ and otherlearned men, miftook the objeét to
which paffive obedience was due.” By the Supreme Magiftrate is
properly underftood the Legiflative Power, which in all Govern-
ments muft be abfolute and unlimited. But the word Ma-
giflrate, feeming to denote a fingle perfon, and to exprefs the execu-
tive Power, it came to pafs that the obedience due to the Legi a-
ture was, for want of knowing or confidering this eafy diftin&tion,
mifapplied to the Adminifiration.

1 The following isa curious Letter from Erafmus Lewis, Efg. to
Dr. Swift, concerning the laft Minifters of Queen Anne.

« Sig,

¢¢ T never differed from you, in my opinion, in any pcint fo much,
as in your propofal to accommodate matters between the dragon

and
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and his quondam friends. I will venture to go fo far with you,
as to fay he contributed to his own difgrace, by his petitefles,
more than they did, or ever had it in their power to do. But fince
they wonld admit of no terms of accommodation, when he offered
to ferve them in their own way, I hadrather fee his dead carcafe,
than that he fhould now tamely fubmit to thofe, who have loaded
him with all the obloquy malice could {uggeft and tongues utter.
Have not Charteris, Brinfden, and all the runners, been employed
to call him dog, villain, fot, and worthlefs? And fhall he, after
this, join them? To what end? I have great tendernefs for Lady
Matham, and think her beft way is to retire, and enjoy the com-
forts of a domeftic life. But fure fhe has not produced fuch
monfters as Lord Bolingbroke and his companion, probably the
Lord Chancellor Harcourt or the Bifhop of Rochefter. The laft
openly avows he never had obligations to the Dragon, loads him
with ten thoufand crimes; though his greateft, in reality, was prefer-
ing him. Butf to come out of this rant; What fhould they be
friends for? Cui bono? Are we ina dream? Is the Queen alive
again ? Can Lady Matham hereafter make any figure, but be a
Dperfona muta in a drama? If the Dragon declares againft the Man
of Mercury, he may ftrike in with the tertium quid, that will pro-
bably arife ; but with him he never can be otherwife than fpurned
and bated. 'The natural refult of this is, that however I may, for
my private fatisfaGtion, defire to fee you here, I cannot but think
you fhould go to Ireland to qualify yourfelf, and then return hither,
when the chaos will be jumbled into fome kind of order. If the
King keeps fome Tories in employment, the notion of Whig and
Tory wilt be loft ; but that of Court and Country will arife. The
Regency has declared in favour of the Whigs in Ireland. I be-
lieve Mr. Thomas will ftand his ground. We fhall be diffolved as
foon as we have fettled the Civil Lit. We have no appearance
that any attempt will be formed by the Pretender.”

VOL. IX, D
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LETTER VL J
DR. SWIFT TO MR. GAY.

Dublin, Jan. 8, 1722-3.

COMIN‘G home after a fhort Chriftmas ramble, I
found a letter upon my table, and little expelted
when I opened it to read your name at the bottom.
The beft and greateft part of my life, until thefe laft
eight years, 1 fpent in England : there I made my
friendfhips, and there I left my defires. Iam con-
demned for ever to another country ; what is in pru-
dence to be done? I think, to be oblitufque meorun,
oblivifeendus et illis. "What can be the defign of your
letter but malice, to wake me out of a fcurvy fleep,
which however is better than none ? T am towards nine
years older fince I left you, yet that is the leaft of my
alterations ; my bufinefs, my diverfions, my conver-
fations, are all entirely changed for the worfe, and fo
are my ftudies and my amufements in writing ; yet,
after all, this humdrum way of life might be paffable
enough, if you would let me alone. I fhall not be
able to relith my wine, my parfons, my horfes, nor
my garden for three months, until the {pirit you have
raifed {hall be difpoflefled. 1 have fometimes won-
dered that I have not vifited you, but I have been
fopt by too many reafons, befides years and lazinefs,
and yet thefe are very good ones. Upon my return
after
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after half a year amongft you, there would be to me
Defiderio nec pudor nec modus. 1 was three years re-
conciling myfelf to the fcene, and the bufinefs, to
which fortune hath condemned me, and ftupidity was
what I had recourfe to. Befides, what a figure fhould
I make in London, while my friends are in poverty,
exile, diftrefs, or imprifonment, and my enemies with
rods of iron? Yet I often threaten myfelf with the
journey, and am every fummer pradifing to get health
to bear it: the only inconvenience is, that I grow
old in the experiment. Although I care not to talk
to you as a Divine, yet I hope you have not been
author of your colic: do you drink bad wine, or
keep bad company? Are you not as many years
older as I? It will notalways E? #ibi quos mibi dempferit
Apponet annos. 1 am heartily forry you have any
dealing with that ugly diftemper, and I believe our
friend Arbuthnot will recommend you to temperance
and exercife. I with they could have as good an
effett upon the giddinefs I am fubjet to, and which
this moment I am not free from. I thould have been
glad if you had lengthened your letter by telling me
the prefent condition of many of my old acquaintance,
Congreve, Arbuthnot, Lewis, etc. but you mention
only Mr. Pope, who I believe is lazy, or elfe he
might have added three lines of his own. Iam ex-
tremely glad he is not in your cafe of needing great
men’s favour, and could heartily with that you were
in his. I have been confidering why Poets have fuch

' D2 ill
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ill fuccefs in n:xaking their court, fince they are al-
lowed to be the greatelt and beft of all flatterers.
The defeét is, that they flatter only in print or in
writing, but not by word of mouth : they will give
things under their hand which they make a confcience
of fpeaking. Befides, they are too libertine to haunt
anti-chambers, too poor to bribe Porters and Foot-
men, and too proud to cringe to fecond-band fa-
vourites in a great family. Tell me, are you not
under Original fin by the dedication of your Eclogues
to Lord Bolingbroke? I am an ill Judge at this dif-
tance ; and befides, am, for my eafe, utterly ignorant
of the commoneft things that pafs in the world;
but if all Courts have a famenefs in them (as the
Parfons phrafe it) things may be as they were in my
time *, when all employments went to Parliament-
men’s Friends, who had been ufeful n Eleions,
and there was always a huge Lift of names in arrears
at the Treafury, which would at leaft take up your
feven years expedient to difcharge even one half.
1 am of opinion, if you will not be offended, that the
fureft courfe would be to get your Friend who
lodgeth in your houfe to recommend you to the
next chief Govermor who comes over here for a
good civil en’lployment, or to be one of his Secre-
taries, which your Parliament-men are fond enough

of, when there is no room at home. The wine is
{] good

* At what period of time, in Englifh Hiﬁory, was not this
the cafe, and true fate of things ?
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good and reafonable ; you may dine twice a week
at the Deanery-houfe ; thereis a fet of company in
this town fufficient for one man ; folks will admire
you, becaufe they have read you, and read of you;
and a good employment will make you live tole-
rably in London, or fumptuoufly here; or if you
divide between both places, it will be for your
health. '

I with I could do more than fay I love you. I
left you in a good way both for the late Court, and
the Succeflors ; and by the force of too much honefty
or too little fublunary wifdom, you fell between two
ftools. Take care of your health and money; be
lefs modeft and more a&ive ; or elfe turn Parfon and
get a Bifhopric here: Would to God they would
fend us as good ones from your fide !

I am ever, etc.

D3
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LETTER VIL
MR. POPE TO DR. SWIFT.

Jan. 12, 1723.

FIND a rebuke in a late Letter of yours, that both

ftings and pleafes me extremely. Your faying that
T ought to have writ a Poftfcript to my friend Gay’s,
makes me not content to write lefs than a whole let-
ter ; and your feeming to take his kindly, gives me
hopes you will look upon this as a fincere effett of
Friendfhip. Indeed as I cannot but own the Lazi-
nefs with which you tax me, and with which I may
equally charge ‘you, for both of us have had (and
one of us hath both had and given®) a Surfeit of
writing ; fo I really thought you would know your-
felf to be fo certainly intitled to my Friendfhip, that it
was a pofleflion you could not imagine ftood in need
of any further Deeds or Writings to affure you of it.

‘Whatever you feem to think of your withdrawn
and feparate ftate at this diftance, and in this Ab-
fence, Dean Swift lives flill in England, in every
place and company where he would chufe to live, and
1 find him in all the converfations I keep, and in all
the Hearts in which I defire any fhare.

‘We have never met thefe many years without men-

tion of you. Befides my old Acquaintance, I have
‘ found

s Alluding to his large work on Homer. w.



FROM DR. SWIFT, etc. 39

found that all my friends of a later date are fuch as
were yours before : Lord Oxford, Lord Harcourt,
and Lord Harley may look upon me as one entailed
upon them by you: Lord Bolingbroke is now re-
turned (as I hope) to take me with all his other Here-
ditary Rights: and, indeed, he feems grown fo much
a Philofopher, as to fet his heart upon fome of them
as little, as upon the Poet you gave him. It is fure
my ill fate, that all thofe I moft loved, and with
whom I moft lived, muft be banithed : after both of
you left England, my conftant Hoft was the Bifhop of
Rochefter *. Sure this is a nation thatis curfedly afraid
of being over-run with too much Politenefs, and can-
not regain one great Genius, but at the expence of
another ®. 1 tremble for my Lord Peterborow
(whom I now lodge with); he has too much Wit, as
well as Courage, to make a folid General *: and if
he
¢ Dr. Atterbury. Ww.

4 The Blﬂ'l()p of Rochefter thought this to be indeed the cafe ;
and that the price agreed on for Lord B’s return, was his banith-
ment: an imagination which fo ftrongly poffeffed him when he

went abroad, that all the expoftulations of his friends could not
convince him of the folly of it. Ww.

¥ This Mr. Walfh ferioufly thought to be the cafe, where, in
a letter to Mr. Pope, he fays———¢ When we were in the North,
¢ my Lord Wharton fhewed me a letter he had received from a
certain great General in Spain; [Lord Peterb.] I told him I
would by all means have that General recalled, and fet to
writing here at home, for it was impoffible that a man with fo
much wit as he thewed, could be fit to command an army or do
¢ - any other bufinefs.”’—Lest. V. Sept. 9, 1706. Ww.
: D4
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he efcapes being banifhed by others, I fear he will _
banith himfelf. This leads me to give you fome ac-
count of the manner of my Life and Converfation,
which has been infinitely more various and diffipated,
than when you knew me and cared for me; and
among all Sexes, Parties, and Profeflions. A Glut of
Study and Retirement in the firft part of my life caft
me into this ;. and this, I begin to fee, will throw me
again into Study and Retirement.

The Civilities I have met with from oppofite Sets
of people, have hindered me from being violent or
four to any Party ; but at the fame time .the Obfer-
vation and Experience I cannot but have colle&ed,
have made me lefs fond of, and lefs furprized at,
any : T am therefore the more afflicted and the more
angry at the Violence and Hardthips I fee pradtifed by
either. The merry vein you knew me in, is funk into
a Turn of Reflettion, that has made the world pretty
indifferent to me ; and yet I have acquired a Quietnefs
of mind which by fits improves into a certain degree
of Chearfulnefs, enough to make me juft fo good
humoured as to with that world well. My Friend-
thips are increafed by new ones, yet no part of the
warmth I felt for the old is diminithed. Averfions I
have none but to Knaves, (for FoolsI have learned
to bear with,) and fuch I cannot be commonly civil
to; for I think thofe men are next to Knaves who
converfe with them. The greateft man in power of

this
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this fort fhall hardly make me bow to him, unlefs I
had a perfonal obligation, and that I will take care
not to have. The top pleafure of my life is one I
learned from you both how to gain and how to ufe;
the Freedom of Friendthip with men much my Supe-
riors. To have pleafed great men, according to
Horace, is a praife; but not to have flattered
them, and yet not have difpleafed them, is a
greater. I have carefully avoided all intercourfe
with Poets and Scribblers, unlefs where by great
chance I have found a modeft one. By thefe means
I have had no quarrels with any perfonally ; none
have been Enemies, but who were alfo Strangers to
me: and as thereis no great need of Eclairciffement
with fuch, whatever they writ or faid I never retaliated,
not only never feeming to know, but often really
never knowing, any thing of the matter. There are
very few things that give me the Anxiety of a with;
the ftrongeft I have would be to pafs my days with
you, and a few fuch as you: but Fate has difperfed
them all about the world ; and I find to with it is as
vain, as to with to fee the Millennium and the King-.
dom of the Juft upon earth.

If T have finned in my long filence, confider there
is one to whom you yourfelf have been as great a
finner. As foon as you fee his hand, you will learn
to da me juftice, and feel in your heart how long a
man may be filent to thofe he truly loves and refpeéts,
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LETTER VIIL
LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR. SWIFT.

M not fo lazy as Pope, and therefore you muft
not expeét from me the fame indulgence to Lazi-
nefs ; in defending his own caufe he pleads yours,
and becomes your Advocate while he appeals to you
as his Judge. You will do the fame on your -part;
and I, and the reft of your common Friends, thall
have great juftice to expeé from two fuch righteous
Tribunals : ‘you refemble perfeétly the two Ale-
houfe-keepers in Holland, who were at the fame time
Burgomafters of the Town, and taxed one another’s
Bills alternately. T declare before-hand I will not
ftand to the award ; my Title to your Friendfhip is
good, and wants neither Deeds nor Writings to con-
firm it : but annual acknowledgements at leaft are
neceffary to preferve it: and T begin to fufpe by
your defrauding me of them, that you hope in time
to difpute it, and to urge prefcription againft me. I
would not fay one word to you about myfelf (fince it
is a fubjet on which you appear to have no curiofity)
was it not to try how far the contraft between Pope’s
fortune and manner of life, and mine, may be car-

ried.
I have been, then, infinitely more uniform and lefs
diffipated than when you knew me and cared for me.
That
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That Love which I ufed to fcatter with fome {)rofuﬁon
among the female kind, has been thefe many years
devoted to one objet. A great many misfortunes.
(for fo they are called, though fometimes very im-
properly) and a retirement from the world, have
made that juft and nice difcrimination between my
Acquairtance and my Friends, which we have feldom
fagacity enough to make for ourfelves ; thofe infects
of various hues, which ufed to hum and buz about
me while I ftood in the fun-thine, have difappeared
fince I lived in the fhade. No man comes to a Her-
mitage but for the fake of the Hermit; a few philo-
{fophical Friends come often to mine, and they are
fuch as you would be glad to live with, if a dull
climate and duller company have not altered you ex-
tremely from what you was nine years ago.

The hoarfe voice of Party was never heard in this
quiet place; Gazettes and Pamphlets are banithed
from it, and if the Lucubrations of Ifaac Bickerftaff be
admitted, this diftintion is owing to fome ftrokes by
which it is judged that this illuftrious Philofopher had
(like the Indian Fohu, the Grecian Pythagoras, the
Perfian Zoroafter, and others his Precurfors’ among
the Zabians, Magians, and the Egyptian Seers) both
his outward and his inward Doétrine, and that he was
of no fide at the bottom. When I am there, I forget I
ever was of any Party myfelf; nay,I am often fo hap-
pily abforbed by the abftraéted reafon of things, that

g Tam
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1 am ready to imagine there never was any fuch mon-
fter as Party. Alas, I am foon awakened from the
pleafing dream by the Greek and Roman Hiftorians,
by Guicciardine, by Machiavel, and Thuanus; for I
have vowed to read no Hiftory of our own country,
till that body of it, which you promife to finith, ap-
pears % :

1 am under no apprehenfion that a glut of Study
and Retirement fhould caft me back into the hurry
‘of the world; on the contrary, the fingle regret
which I ever feel, is that I fell fo late into this courfe
of life; my Philofophy grows confirmed by habit,
and if you and I meet again, I will extort this appro-
bation from you: Jam non confilio bonus, fed more eo
perauctus, ut non tantum rele facere poffim, fed nife
recte facere non pofim.  The little incivilities I have
met with from oppofite fets of people, have been fo
far from rendering me violent or four to any, that I
think myfelf obliged to them all’; fome have cured
me of my fears, by thewing me how impotent the
malice of the world is; others have cured me of my
hopes, by thewing how precarious popular friendthips
are ; all ‘have cured me of furprize. In driving me
out of Party, they have driven me out of curfed com-
pany; and in firipping me of Titles and Rank and
Eftate, and fuch trinkets, which every man that

will

% See the firlt note 0;1 Let. V. of this Vol. W.
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will may fpare, they have given me that which no
man can be happy without.

Refle@tion and habit have rendered the world fo
indifferent to me, that I am neither aflli¢ted nor re-
joiced, angry nor pleafed at what happens in it, any
farther than perfonal friendfhips intereft me in the
affairs of it, and this principle extends my’ cares but
alittle way. Perfe@ Tranquillity is the general tenour
of my life: good digeftions, ferene weather, and
fome other mechanic fprings, wind me above it now
and then, but I never fall below it ; I am fometimes
gay, but I amnever fad. I have gained new friends,
and have loft fome old ones ; my acquifitions of this
kind give me a good deal of pleafure, becaufe they
have not been made lightly: I know no vows fo
folemn as thofe of friendfhip, and therefore a pretty
long noviciate of acquaintance fhould methinks pre-
cede them: my lofles of this kind give me but lit-
tle trouble ; I contributed nothing to them; and a
friend who breaks with me unjuftly, is not worth
preferving. As foon as I leave this Town (which
will be in a few days) I fhall fall back into that
courfe of life, which keeps knaves and fools at a
great diftance from me: I have an averfion to
them both, but in the ordinary courfe of life I think
Ican bear the fenfible knave better than the fool.
One muft indeed with the former be in fome or other
of the attitudes of thofe wooden men whom I have
feen before a fword-cutler’s fhop in Germany; but

€ven
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even in thefe conftrained poftures the witty Rafcal
will divert me; and he that diverts me does me a
great deal of good, and lays me under an obliga_
tion to him, which I am not obliged to pay him
mn another coin. The fool obliges me to be al-
moft as much upon my guard as the knave, and he.
makes me no amends; be numbs me like the Tor-
por, or he teazes me like the Fly. = This is the Pic-
ture of an old Friend, and more like him than that
will be which you once afked, and which he will fend
you, if you continue flill to defire it. Adieu,
dear Swift, with all thy faults I love thee entirely ;
make an effort, and love me on with all mine.

LETTER IX.
FROM DR. SWIFT,

Dublin, September 20, 1723.
ETURNING from a fummer expedition of four
months on account of my health, I found a letter
from you, with an appendix longer than yours from
Lord Bolingbroke. I believe there is not a more
miferable malady than an unwillingnefs to write let-
ters to our beft friends, and a man might be philofo-
pher enough in finding out reafons for it. One thing
is clear, that it fhews a mighty difference betwixt
Friendfhip and Love, for a lover (as T have heard) is
always
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always fribbling to his miftrefs. If I could permit
myfelf to believe what your civility makes you fay,
that Iam {till remembered by my friends in England,
I am in the right to keep myfelf here—Non fum qua-
lis eram. 1 left you in a period of life when one
year does more execution than three at yours, to
which if you add the dulnefs of the air, and of the
people, it will make a terrible fum. I have no very
ftrong faith in you pretenders to Retirement; you
are not of an age for it, nor have gone through
either good or bad fortune enough to go into a
corner, and form conclufions de contemptu mundi &
fuge faculiy unlefs a Poet grows weary of too much
applaufe, as Minifters do of too much weight of bufi-
nefs.

Your happinefs is greater than your Merit; in
chufing your Favourites fo indifferently among either
Party; this you owe partly to your Education, and
partly to your genius employing you in an Art in
which Faction has nothing to do, for I fuppofe Virgil
and Horace are equally read by Whigs and Tories.
"You have no more to do with the Conftitution of
Church and State, than a Chriftian at Conftanti-
nople ; and you are fo much the wifer and the hap-
pier, becaufe both Parties will approve your Poetry as
long as you are known to be of neither.

Your notions of Friendfhip are new to me?”; Ibe-
lieve every man is born with his guantum, and he

cannot
¥ Yet they are the Chriftian notions. w.
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cannot give to one without robbing another. I vety
well know to whom I would give the firlt places in
my Friendthip, but they are not in the way: Iam
condemned to another fcene, and therefore I diftri-
bute it in Penny-worths to thofe about me, and who
difpleafe me leaft ; and fhould do the fame to my fel-
low prifoners if I were condemned to jail. I can
likewife tolerate Knaves much better than Fools, be-
caufe their knavery does me no hurt in the com-
merce I have with them, which however I ewn is
more dangerous, tho’ not fo troublefome, as that of
Fools. I have often endeavoured to eftablith a Friend-
fhip among all men of Genius, and would fain have
it done: they are feldom above three or four Con-
temporaries, and if they could be united, would drive
the world before them. I think it was fo among the
Poets in the time of Auguftus: but Envy, and Party,
and Pride, have hindered it among us. I do not
include the Subalterns, of which you are feldom
without a large Tribe. Under the name of Poets and
Scribblers I fuppofe you mean the Fools you are con-
tent to fee fometimes, when they happen to be mo-
deft ; which was not frequent among them while I was
in the world.

I would defcribe to you my way of living, if any
method could be fo called in this Country. I chufe
my companions among thofe of leaft confequence and
moft compliance: I read the moft trifling books I
can find, and whenever I write, it is upon the moft

7 trifling
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trifling fubjeds:- but riding, walking, and fleeping
take up eighteen of the twenty-four hours. I pro-
craftinate more than I did twenty years ago, and have
feveral things to finith which I put off to twenty
years hence; Hec ¢ wita folutorum, etc. 1 fend you
the compliments of a friend of yours, who hath paffed
four months this fummer with two grave acquaint-
ance at his country-houle without ever once going to
Dublin, which is but eight miles diftant; yet when
he returns to London, I will engage you fhall find
him as deep in the Court of Requefts, the Park, the
Opera’s, and the Coffee-houfe, as any man there. I
am now with him for a few days.

You muft remember me with great affetion to Dr.
Arbuthnot, Mr. Congreve, and Gay.—1I think there
are no more eodem tertio’s between you and me except
Mr. Jervas, to whofe houfe I addrefs this for want of
knowing where you live: for it was not clear from
your laft whether you lodge with Lord Peterborow,
or he with you.

Iam ever, etc.

VOoL. IX, A
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LETTER Kasliam ',u;\.,,

September 14, 1725

NEED not tell you, w1th what real &eﬁgﬁt 1 ihourd

have done any thmg you deﬁred and in partlcular
any good offices in my power towarﬂs the bearer of
your Létter, who is this day gone for i"rance Per-
haps ’tis w1th Poets as. with Prophets, they are %
much better hkeﬂ i another country than thelr own,
that your Gentleman, upon arrmng in England Toft
his curiofity ity concerning me. However, had he ‘tried,
he had found me his’ friend ;T mean he had “fbund
me yours i am cﬁﬁppomted at not I’{nowmg be‘tter
2 man Whom jou eftéent, ‘and comforf myfe‘lf“éﬁfy
(Wt HaVthy got a Lettet fror you, “wwith which (aftét
aly T1it down'a gainer; 'finée'to my great p}ea’itxre{t
Eonfirihs 'ty Hope of oftée frrork téetng you: After fo
widtiy ‘difperfions and fo mhtiy divifions, two or thes
of us may yet be gathered together: 1ot to ‘M6t ‘net
to ‘contrive’ filly fchemes of ambition, or to vex our
own or others hearts with bufy vanities, (fuch as per-
haps at one time of life or other take their Tour in
every man,) but to divert ourfelves, and the world too,
if it pleafes ; or at worft, to laugh at others as inno-
cently and as unhurtfully as at ourfelves. Your

Travels* I hear much of ; my own I promile you
thall

z Gulliver. W.
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{hall nevér mote be in a ftrange land, but a diligent,
T hope ufeful, invettigation of my own Tertitories**.
1 medn h6 more Tranflations, but fomething do-
mieftic, fit for my own country, and for my own
time. ’

If you come to us, I'll find you eldetly Ladies
enough that can halloo, and two that can nurfe, and
they are too old and feeble to make too much noife ;
as you will guefs, when T tell you they are my own
mother, and my own nurfe. I can alfo help you to
a Lady who is as” deaf, tho’ not fo old, as yourfelf;
you’ll be pleafed with one another, I'll engage, tho’
you don’t hear one another; you'll converfe like
fpirits by intuition What you’ll moft wonder at is,
fhe is contfiderable at Court, yet no party-woman, and
lives in Gourt, yet would be ealy, and make you
eafy. .

One of thofe you mention (and I dare fay always
awill remember) Dt. Arbuthnot, is at this time ill of
a very dangerous diftemper, an impofthume in the
bowels; which is broke, but the event is very un-
certain,  Whatever that be (he bids me tell you, and
I write this by him) he lives or dies your faithful
friend ; and one reafon he has to defire a little longer
life, is the wifh to fee you once more.

He

3 The Effay on Man. Ww.

* This is the firft notice he gives Swift of his great work ; and
is fo obfcure a hint that Swift certainly could not guefs at the
fubject, written 1725. .

E 2
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He is gay enough in this circumftance to tell you,
he wou’d give you (if he could) fuch advice as might
cure your deafnefs, but he would not advife you, if
you were cured, to quit the pretence of it; becaufe
you may by that means hear as much as you will,
and anfwer as little as you pleafe. Believe me

Yours, etc.

LETTER XL
FROM DR. SWIFT.

September 29, 1735.
AM now returning to the noble fcene of Dublin,
into the grand Monde, for fear of burying my parts:
to fignalize myfelf among Curates and Vicars, and
corre& all corruptions crept in relating to the weight
of bread and butter, through thofe dominions where
I govern. I have employed my time (befides ditch-
ing) in finithing, correfting, amending, and tranfcrib-
ing my"® Travels*, in four parts complete, newly
augmented,

b Gulliver’s T'ravels. w.

* Thefe Travels and the Tale of a Tub are indifputahly the
two moft capital works of Swift. It is remarkable that he never
would own himfelf to- be the author of the latter; nor is the
flighteft hint of it to be found in any of his writings. I have very
lately been authentically informed, that Swift ufed to be mortified
at Sir William Temple’s frequent cenfure and contempt of bug-
lefque writings; and was much hurt at the laft paragraph of Sir

William’s
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augmented, and intended for the prefs when the
world fhall deferve them, or rather when a Printer
fhall be found brave enough to venture his ears. I
like the fcheme of our meeting after diftrefles and
difperfions ; but the chief end I propofe to myfelf in
all my labours, is to vex the world, rather thar di-
vert it; and if I could compafs that defign without
hurting my own perfon or fortune, I would be the
moft indefatigable writer you have ever feen, without
reading. I am exceedingly pleafed that you have
done with Tranﬂanons Lord Treafurer Oxford often
_lamented that a rafcally world thould lay you under a
neceflity of mifemploying your genius for fo long a
time. But fince you will now be fo much better em-
ployed, when you think of the world, give it one lath
the more at my requeft. I have ever hated all Na-
tions, Profeflions, and Communities; and all my
love is towards Individuals : for inftance, I hate the
Tribe of Lawyers, but I love Counfellor Such-a-one,
and Judge Such-a-one: ’tis fo with Phyficians, (I will
not fpeak of my own Trade,) Soldiers, Englifh,
Scotch,

William’s firft Effay in his Mifcellanea; where he fays, ¢ I wifh
the vein of ridiculing all that is ferous and good, all Honour
and Virtue, as well as Learning and Piety, may have no worfe
cffet on any State; ’tis the itch of our age and climate; and has
over-run both the Court and the Stage, enters the Houfe of the
Lords and Commons, as boldly as a Coffee-houfe; debates of
Council as well ag private converfation; and I have known in my
life, more than one or two minifters of State, that would rather
have faid a witty thing, than have done a wife one; and made the
Company laugh, rather than the Kingdom rejoice.”

E3
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Scotch, French, and the reft. But principally I bate
and detett that animal called Man*, although I hearti-
ly love John, Peter, Thomas, and fo forth. This
is the fyflem upon which I have governed myfelf
many years, (but do not tell,) and fo I fhall goon {ill
T have done with them. I have got materials towards
a Treatife, proving the falfity of that definition Ani-
mal rationale, and to fhew it thould be only rationis
) cap‘ax. Upon this great foundation of Mifanthropy
(tho’ not in Timon’s manner) the whole building of
my Travels is ereGted ; and I never will have peace of
mind, till all honeft men are of my opinion : by con-
fequence you are to embrace it immediately, and
procure that all who deferve my efteem may do fo
too. - The matter is fo clear, that it will admit of no
" difpute; nay, I'will hold a hundred pounds that you
and I agree in the point.

I did not know your Odyfley was finithed, being
yet in the country, which I fhall leave in three days.
I thank you kindly for the prefent, but fhall like it
three-fourths the lefs for the mixture you mention of
other hands; however, I am glad you faved yourfelf
fo much drudgery.—I have been long told by Mr.
Ford of your great atchievements in building and
planting, and efpecially of your fubterranean paffage

{

i 1Q
* A featiment that difhonours him, as a Man, 2 Chriftian,

and a Philofopher! asindeed did his condu@ towards Mifs Van-

homurigh, and his cruelty to Mrs. }ohnnfon which cannot be pal-
iated nor pardoned,
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to_your garden, Whereby you turned a Blundcr mto
a Beanty, which is 2 piece of Ars Poetica.

1 have almoft done with ITarridans, and fhall foon
become old enough to fall in love with girls of four-
teen. The Lady whom you defcribe to live at Court,
to be- deaf, and no party-woman, I take to be My-
thology, but know not how to moralizeit. She can-
not be Mercy, for Mercy is neither deaf, nor lives at
Court: Juftice is blind' and pe{haps deaf, but nei*
ther is the a Court- lady Fortune is both blind and
deaf, and a Court -lady, but then the is a moft damn-
able Party-woman, and will never make me eafy, as
you promife. It muft be Riches, which anfwers all
ydur defcription : T am glad fhe vifits you, but my
voice is fo weak, that I doubt the will never hear
me.

Mr. Lewis fent me an account of Dr, Arbuthnot’s
illnefs, which is a very fenfible Afli¢tion to me, who
by living fo long out of the world, have loft that
hardnefs of heart contratted by years and general
converfation. I am daily lofing friends, and neither
feeking nor getting others. Oh if the world had but a
dozen of Arbuthnots in it, I would burn my Travels!
But, however, he is not without fault, Thereisa
paflage in Bede, highly commending the piety and
learning of the Irifh in that age, where after abund-
ance of praifes he overthrows them all, by lamenting
that, alas! they kept Eafter at a wrong time of the
year. So our Do&or has every quality and virtue

E 4 that
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that can make a man amiable or ufeful ; but alas!
he hath a fort of flouch in his walk ! T pray God pro-
tett him, for heis an excellent Chriftian, though not
a Catholic.

I hear nothing of our Friend Gay, but I find the
Court keeps him at hard meat. I advifed him to
come over here with a' Lord Lieutenant, Philips
writes littte Flams (as Lord Leicefter called thofe fort
of verfes) o Mifs Carteret. A Dublin Black{mith,
a great poet, hath imitated his manner in a poem to
the fame Mifs. Philips is a complainer, and on this
occafion I told Lord Carteret, that Complainers
never fucceeded at Court, though Railers do.

Are you altogether a country gentleman? that I
muft addrefs to you out of London, to the hazard of
your lofing this precious letter, which 1 will now
conclude, altho’ fo much paper is left. I have an ill
Name, and therefore fhall not fubfcribe it, but you
will guefs it comes from one who efteems and loves
you about half as much as you deferve, T mean as
much as he can.

I amr in great concern, at what I am juft told is in
fome of the news-papers, that Lord Bolingbroke is
much hurt by a fall in hunting. T am glad he has fo
much Youth and vigour left, (of which he hath not
been thrifty,) but I wonder he has no more Difcre-
tion, -
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LETTER XIL

O&ober 15, 1723.

aMm wonderfully pleafed with the fuddennefs of your
kind anfwer. It makes me hope you are coming
towards us, and that you incline more and more to
your old friends, in proportion as you draw nearer to
them; and are getting into our Vortex. Here is
One, who was once a powerful planet, but has now
(after long experience of all that comes of fhining)
learned to be content, with returning to his firft point,
without the thought or ambition of fhining at all.
Here is Another, who thinks one of the greateft
glories of his Father was to have diftinguifhed and
loved you, and who loves you hereditarily. Here is
Arbuthnot, recovered from the jaws of death, and
more pleafed with the hope of feeing you again, than
of reviewing a world, every part of which he has
long defpifed, but what is made up of a few men like
yourfelf. He goes abroad again, and is more chear-
ful than even health can make a man; for he has a
good conlcience into the bargain (which is the moft
Catholic of all remedies, tho’ not the moft Univerfal).
I knew it would be a pleafure to you to hear this, and

in truth that made me write fo foon to you.
I’m forry poor P. is not promoted in this age ; for
certainly if his reward be of the next, he is of all
Poets
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Poets the moft miferable. 'm alfo forry for another
reafon ; if they don’t promote him, they’ll {poil the
conclufion of one of my Sa,t).;es, where having en-
deavoured to corre& the Tafte of the town in wit and
criticifm, I end thus,

Byt what avails to lny down rules for fenfe?

SR ’s Reign thefe fruitlefs lines were writ,
‘When Ambrofe Philips was preferrd for Wit!

Qur friend Gay is ufed as the friends ‘gf Tories are
by Whigs (and generally by Tories too). Becaufe
he had humour, he was fuppoled to have dealt with
Dr. Swift; in like manner as when any ome had
learning formerly, he was thought to have dealt with
the Devil.  He puts his whole truft at Court in that
Lady whom I défcribed to you; and whom you rake
to bean allegorlcal creature of fancy I wifh fhe really
que{hon whether (1f you kng\v her) you vcould
change her for the other?

Lord Bolmgbroke had not the lealt harm by his
fall; T with he had received na mpre by his: other
X fall Lord Oxford had none by his, But Lord Bo-
lmghrol,e 18 the moft impraved Mind fince you faw
him, that ever was impraved without fhifting into 2
new body, or being : paullo minus ab angekis. 1 have
eften imagined to mylfelf, that if ever all of us meet
again, after fo many varieties and changes, after fo
much of the old world and of the old man in each of
us has been altered, that {carce a fingle thought of the

one,
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one, any more than a fingle atom of the other, re-
mains juft the fame; Tve fancied, I fay, that we
thould meet like the righteous in the Millennium, quite
in peace, divefted of all our former Paflions, fmiling
at our paft follies, and content to enjoy the kingdom
of the Juft, in tranquillity. But I find you would
rather be employed as an avenging Angel of wrath,
to break your Vial of Indignation over the heads of
the wretched creatures of this world: nay, would
make them Eot your RBook, which you have made
(I doubt not) as bitter a pill for them as poflible.

I won’t tell you what defigns I have in my head
(befides writing a fet of Maxims in oppofition to all
Rochefoucault’s principles < *) ill I{ee you here, face
to face. Then you fhall have no reafon to complain
of me for want of a geperoys difdain of this world,
though I have not Joft my Ears in yours and their fer-
vice. Lord Oxford too (whom I have now the third
time mentioned in this letter, and he deferves to be
always mentioned in every thing that is addrefled to
you, or comes from yon) expetsyou : that ought to
be enough to bring you hither ; ’tis a better reafon
than if the nation expe@ed yon. For I really enter
as fully as you can defire, into your principle of love

of

© This was only faid as an oblique reproof of the horrid mifan-
thropy in the foregoing Letter; and which he fuppofed, might be
chiefly occafioned by the Dean’s fondnefs for Rochefoucault, whofe
Maxims are founded on the principle of an unjverfal {elfifhnefs in
human nature. W.

* ¢ Who is the great Philofopher,” fays Addifon, ¢ for admi-
niftering of confolation to the idle, the envious, and worthlefs part
of mankind,”
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of Individuals : and I think the way to have a public
fpirit is firft to have a private one; for who can be-
lieve (faid a friend of mine) thatany man can care for
a hundred thoufand people, who never cared for one ?
No ill-humoured man can ever be a Patriot, any more
than a Friend.

1 defigned to have left the following page for Dr.,
Arbuthnot to fill, but he is fo touched with the
period in yours to me concerning him, that he in.
tends to anfwer it by a whole letter. He too is bufy
about a book, which I guefs he will tell you of. So
adieu — what remains worth telling you? Dean
Berkley is well, and happy in the profecution of his
Scheme. Lord Oxford and Lord Bolingbroke in
health, Duke Difney fo alfo; Sir Wiliam Wynd-
ham better, Lord Bathurft well. Thefe, and fome
others, preferve their ancient honour and ancient
friendfthip. Thofe who do neither, if they wered—d,
what is it to a Proteftant prieft, who has nothing to
do with the dead ? Tanfwer for my own part as a Pa-
pift, I would not pray them out of Purgatory.

My name is as bad an one as yours, and hated by
all bad Poets, from Hopkins and Sternhold to Gildon
and Cibber. The firft prayed againft me with the
Turk ; and a modern Imitator of theirs {(whom [
leave you to find out) has added the Chriftian to
*em, with proper definitions of each in this manner,

The Pope’s the Whore of Babylon, -
The Turk he is a Jew:

The Chriftian is an Infidel
That fitteth in a Pew.



FROM DR. SWIFT, 61

LETTER XIL
FROM DR. SWIFT.

Nov. 26, 1725.
sHoULD fooner have acknowledged yours, if a fe-
verith diforder and the relics of it had not difabled

me for a fortnight. I now begin to make excufes,
becaufe I hope Iam pretty near feeing you, and there-
fore I would cultivate an acquaintance ; becaufeif you
do not know me when we meet, you need only keep
one of my letters, and compare it with my face, for
my face and letters are counterparts of my heart. 1
fear 1 have not exprefled that right, but I mean well,
and I hate blots : I look in your letter, and in my con-
{cience you fay the fame thing, but in a better man.
ner. - Pray tell my Lord Bolingbroke that I with he
were banifhed again, for then I {hould hear from him,
when he was full of philofophy, and talked decontempts
mundi. My Lord Oxford was fo extremely kind as
to write to me immediately an account of his fon’s
birth ; which I immediately acknowledged, but be-
fore the letter could reach him, I withed it in the fea
I hope I was more affliCted than his Lordfhip. ’Tis
hard. that Parfons and Beggars fhould be over-run
with brats, while {o great and good a family wants an
heir to continue it. I have received his father’s
picture, but Ilament (fub figillo confzffionis) that it

13
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is not {o true a refemblance as I could with, Drown
the world! Tam not content with defpifing it, butI
would anger it, if T could with fafety. I with there
were an Hofpital 'built for (its Defpifers, where one
might a¢t with fafety, and it need not be a large
building, onlyI would haveit well endowed. DP**is
fort chancellant whether he Thall turn Parfon or no.
But all employments here are engaged orin rever-
fion. Caft Wits and calt Beaux havé a proper fanc-
tuary in the chufch: yet we think it a fevere judge-
ment, ‘that a fine gentlethan, and fo much the finer
for ﬁatxng Eccleﬁafhcs, thould be 2 domcﬁlc humble
Tetainer to an Irith Prelate. e is neither Secretary
nor’ Gentleman-uﬂxer, yet ferves in both capacities.
He hath publithed fevtral reafons why he never came
t6 fee me, but fhe béft'is, that 1 have not walted oft
his Lordfhip We have had a Poernt fent from Lon-
dont in imitation of ‘thit h Mifs Catreret. It is on
Mifs Harvey, ofa déy oldy and we fay and think it is
yours. Twifh it were not, becaufe I'am againft mo-
fopolies.—You might have fpared me a few more fines
of your Satire, but Thope in a few months to fee itall.
To hear ‘boys, like you, talk of Millennitms and
tranquiillity ! T am older by thirty yéars, Lord Bo,
lingbroke by twenty, and you but by ten, than when
we faft were together; and we fhould differ more
than ‘ever, you coquetting a maid of honour, my
Lord looking'on to fee how the gamefters play, aml |
failing at you both.  1defire you and all sty friends
: 2 will



FROM DR SWIFT, dc. 63
will take @ fpeetdl ¢are that miy Difaffelion fo thé
world' nfay 1ot be #oputed o my Agé; fo¥ 1 have
credible witnefles ready to depofe, that it hath Hever
varied from the-#Wenty-fitft to the f--ty-eighth year of
my life (pray fill that blank charitably). I tell you
after all, that I do not hate mankind, it is wwws aurrer
who hate them, becaufe you would have them rea-
fonable Animals, and are afigty ‘at béing difappointed:
I have always rejeCted that definition, and made
anotlier of my own, I am no more angry with—
than T was with' the Kite that 1at week flew away
vizif’h ‘one of r‘nj éhxckén§ ‘atid yet Twias pleafed when
ofi¢ oxf my le IUrvanfs ﬂlot Tnm two days aftét. Tfns 1
fay, becauTe you' are o hardy as' to fell me of your
lntenilon‘s ‘o wntt M‘axlms mn oppo‘ﬁtxon to Roche-
foucaat, who is ‘my’ favourlte, becaufe I found rmy
HOre eharacter fn him¥5 however T will read fim
:‘1’g‘airi, becanfe it 1s pofﬁkﬂe T'miay have fince under:
géﬁé fbrhe éiteratlons T Take care the bad Poefs do
in evéry :;lge1 W'ﬁ'om th‘ey have provoked to tranfmx{
thelr namtes to poﬁexlty Meevius js as well known as
Vlrgll and C‘iddn will he as well known as you, if
his riame gets into your Verfes : and as to the difference
BetWeen good ané[ bad fame *, tis a perfect trifle.

Iafk

4 Tlns; methinks; f/ mo | gréat' repmpliment to his -owh
heart,, . w.

¥ & T defire Fame,” fays a certain Philofopher : ¢ Let this

- occur: if T a@& well I fhall have she efteem of @l my aequaintance ;
and what is all the reft tome I
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1 afk a thoufand pardons, and fo leave you for this
time, and will write again without concerning myfelf
whether you write or no. '

Iam, etc.

LETTER XIV. ~

December 10, 1725.

I rIND myfelf the better acquainted with you for a
long Abfence, as men are with themfelves for a
long Affliction : Abfence does but hold off a Friend,
to make one fee him the more truly. I am infinitely
more pleafed to hear you are coming near us, than at
any thing you feem to think in my favour ; an opinion
which has perhaps been aggrandized by the diftance
or dulnefs of Ireland, as objeéts look larger through
a medium of Fogs: and yet 1 am infinitely pleafed
with that too. Iam much the happier for finding
(a better thing than our Wits) our Judgments jump,
in the notion that all Scribblers fhould be paft by in
filence. To vindicate one’s felf againft fuch nafty
flander, is much as wile as it was in your country-
man, when the people imputed a flink to him, to
prove the contrary by fhewing his backfide. So let
Gildon and Philips reft in peace! What Virgil had to
do with Maevius *, that he fhould wear him upon his-
fleeve

* Or Pope with Tibbald, Concanen, and Smedley, &c.
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fleeve to all eternity, I don’t know. I’ve been the
longer upon this, that I may prepare you for the re-
ception both you and your works may poffibly meet
in England. We your true acquaintance will look
upon you as a good man, and love you ; others will
look upon you as a Wit, and hate you. So you
know the worft ; unlefs you are as vindicative as
Virgil, or the aforefaid Hibernian.

I with as warmly as you for an Hofpital in which
to lodge the Defpifers of the world; only I fear it
would be filled wholly like Chelfea, with maimed
Soldiers, and fuch as had been difabled in its fervice.
I would rather have thofe, that out of fuch generous
principles as youand I, defpife it, fly in its face, than
retire from it ; it would vex one more to be knocked
on the head with a Pifs-pot *, than by a Thunder-
bolt. As to greater Oppreflors, they are like Kites
or Eagles, one expedts mifchief from them; but to
be fquirted to death (as poor Wycherley faid to me
on his death-bed) by Apothecaries Apprentices, by
the underftrappers of under-fecretaries to fecretaries
who were no fecretaries—this would provoke as dull

a dog as Ph—s himfelf,
. So

* Here i1s one of thofe vulgar and difgufting images on which
our Author too much delighted to dwell. Dr. Delany, from his
partiality to Swift, is of opinion, that the Dean caught his love
of grofs and filthy obje&s from Pope. The contrary feems to be
the fak. One would think this love contagious ; fee two paffages
in the View of Lord Bolingbroke’s Philofophy, Letter I1. pages 67
and 120. ; !

VOL. IX., F
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So much for enemies, now for friends. Mr. L—
thinks all this indifcreet : the Dr. not fo; he loves
mifchief the belt of any good-natured man in Eng-
land. Lord B. is above trifling : when he writes of
any thing in this world, he is more than mortal: if
ever be trifles, it muft be when be turns a Divine, . Gay
is writing Tales for Prince William : T fuppofe Mr.
Philips will take this very ill, for two reafons; one
that he thinks all childifh things belong to him, and
the other becaufe he’ll take it ill to be taught that one
may write things to a child” without being childifh.
What have I more to add ? but that Lord Oxford
defires earneftly to fee you: and that many others
whom you do not think the worlt of, will be gratified
by it : none more, be affured, than Yours, etc.

P. S. Pope and you are very great Wits, and ¥
think very indifferent Philofophers : if you defpifed
the world as much as you pretend, and perhaps be-
lieve, you would not be fo angry with it. The
founder of your fe¢t *, that noble Original whom you

think

* Very different is the opinion that Lord Shaftefbury has
given of Seneca, the perfon here aliuded to. ¢ *T's not,” fays
he- finely, ¢ the perfon, charalter, or genius, but the flile and
manner of this great man, which we prefume to cenfure. gVe
acknowledge his noble fentiments and worthy ations: we own
the Patriot and good Minifter : but we rejet the Writer. Where
an upiverfal Monarchy was ‘atually eftablifhed, and the intereft
of a whole world concerned; be furely muft have been efteemed
a Guardian Angel, who, as a Prime Minifter, could, for feveral

years,
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think it {o great an honour to refemble f, was a flave
to the worft part of the world, to the Court; and all
his big words were the language of a.{lighted Lover,
who defired nothing fo much as a reconciliation, and
feared nothing fo much as a rupture. I believe the
world hath ufed me as fcurvily as moft people, and
yet I could never find in my heart to be thoroughly
';mgry with the fimple, falfe, capricious thing. I
{hould bluth alike to be difcovered fond of the world,
or piqued at it. Your definition of Animal rationis
capax, inftead of the common one Animal Rationale,
will not bear examination : define but Reafon, and
you will fee why your diftin&tion is no better than
that of the Pontif Cotta ; between mala ratio, and
bona ratio.  But enough of this : make us a vifit, and
I'll fubfcribe to any fide of thefe important queftions
which you pleafe. We differ lefs than you imagine,
perhaps, when you withed me banifhed again: but I
am not lefs true to you and to Philofophy in Eng-

land, than I was in France.
Yours, etc. B.

years, turn the very worft of Courts, 'and worft-conditioned of all
Princes, to the fatherly care and jult government of mankind.
Such a Minifter was Seneca, under an Agrippina and a Nero P
Charatteriffics, vol. iif. p. 23.

f Seneca. i w.
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LETTER XV.
FROM DR. SWIFT.

London, May 4, 1726.

#AD rather live in forty Irelands than under the

frequent difquiets of hearing you are out of order.
1 always apprehend it moft after a great dinner ; for
the leaft Tranfgreflion of yours, if it be only two bits
and one fup more than you flint, is a great de-
bauch; for which you certainly pay more than thofe
fots who are carried dead drunk to bed. My Lord
Peterborow fpoiled every body’s dinner, but efpecially
mine, with telling us that you were detained by fick:
nefs. Pray let me have three lines under any hand
or pot-hook that will give me a better account of your
health : which concerns me more than others, becaufe
I Jove and efteem you for reafons that moft others have
little to do with, and would be the fame although you
had never touched a pen further than with writing to
me.

I am gathering up my luggage, and preparing for
my journey ; I will endeavour to think of you as little
as I can, and when I write to you, I will ftrive not to
think of you: this I intend in return to your kind-
nefs ; and further, I know nobody has dealt with me
fo cruelly as you, the confequences of which ufage I
fear will laft as long as my life, for fo long fhall I be
(in {pite of my heart) entirely Yours.
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LETTER XVL

Auguft 22, 1726,
MANY a fhort figh you coft me the day I left you,
and many more you will coft me, till the day
you return. I really walked about like a man ba-
nifhed, and when I came home found it no home.
>Tis a fenfation like that of a limb lopped off, one is
trying every minute unawares to ufe it, and finds it is
not. I may fay you have ufed me more cruelly than
you have done any other man; you have made it
more impoffible for me to live at eafe without you;
habitude itfelf would have done that, if I had lefs
friendfhip in my nature than I have, Befides my na-
tural memory of you, you have made a local one,
which prefents you to me in every place I frequent ;
I thall never more think of Lord Cobham’s, the
woods of Ciceter, or the pleafing profpe&t of
Byberry, but your Idea muft be joined with ’em;
nor fee one feat in my own garden, or one room
in my own houfe, without a Phantom of you,
fitting or walking before me. I travelled with you to
Chefter. I felt the extreme heat of the weather, the
inns, the roads, the confinement and clofenefs of the
uneafy coach, and withed a hundred times I had either
a Deanry or a Horfe in my gift, In real truth, Ihave
felt my foul peevifh ever fince with all about me, from
a warm uneafy defire after you, I am gone out of
myfelf to no purpofe, and cannot catch you. Inbiat
F3 in
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in pedes was not more properly applied to a poor dog
after a hare, than to me with regard to your depart-
ure. I with I could think no more of it, but lie
down and fleep till we meet again, and let that day
(how far foever off it be) be the morrow. Sincel
cannot, may it be my amends that every thing you
with may attend you where you are, and that you
may find every friend you have there, in the ftate
you with him, or her : fo that your vifits to us may
have no other effe&, than the progrefs of a rich man
to a remote eftate, which he finds greater than he ex-
pected ; which knowledge only ferves to make him
live happier where he is, with no difagreeable profpe&
if ever he thould choofe to remove. May this be your
ftate till it become what I wifh. But indeed I cannot
exprels the warmth with which T with you all things,
and myfelf you. Indeed you are engraved elfewhere
than on the Cups you fent me (with fo kind an in-
feription), and I might throw them into the Thames
without injury to the giver. I am not pleafed with
them, but take them very kindly too : and had I fuf-
pected any fuch ufage from you, I fhould have en,
joyed your company lefs than I really did, for at this
rate I may fay

Nec tecum poffum vivere, nec fine te.

I will bring you over juft fuch another prefent, when
I go to the Deanry of St. Patrlck’s ; which I promife
you to do, if ever I am enabled to return your kind-

nefs.
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nefs. Donarem Pateras, etc. Till then I'll drink
(or Gay fhall drink) daily healths to you, and T'll
add to your infcription the old Roman vow for years
to come, VOTIS X. VOTIS XX. My Mother’s
age gives me authority to hope it for yours.  Adieu.

LETTER XVIL

Septernber 3, 1736.

ours to Mr. Gay gave me greater fatisfaction
than that to me (though that gave me a great
deal); for to hear you were fafe at your journey’s end,
exceeds the account of your fatigues whilein the way
to it ; otherwife, believe me, every tittle of each is
important to me, which fets any one thing before my
eyes that happens to you. Iwrit you a long letter,
which I guefs reached you the day after your arrival,
Since then I had a conference with Sir — who ex-
prefled his defire of having feen you again before you
left us. He faid he obferved a willingnefs in you to
live among us ; which I did not deny ; but at the
fame time told him you had no fuch defign in your
coming this time, which was merely to fee a few of
thofe you loved : but that indeed all thofe withed
it, and particularly Lord Peterborow and myfelf,
who withed you loved Ireland lefs, had you any reafon
to love England more. I faid nothing but what I
F 4 think
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think would induce any man to be as fond of you as
I, plain Truth, did they know either it or you. I
can’t help thinking (when I confider the whole fhort
Lift of our friends) that none of them except you and
I are qualified for the Mountains of Wales. The
Dr. goes to Cards, Gay to Court ; one lofes Money,
one lofes his time : another of our friends labours to
be unambitious, but he labours in an unwilling foil.
One Lady you like has too much of France to be fit
for Wales : another is too much a fubjet to Princes
and Potentates, to relifh that wild Tafte of liberty and
poverty. Mr. Congreve is too fick to bear a thin
air; and fhe * that leads him too rich to enjoy any
thing. Lord Peterborow can go to any climate, but
never ﬁay in any. Lord Bathurft is too great an
hufbandman to like barren hills, except they are his
own to improve. Mr. Bethel indeed is too good and
too honeft to live in the world, but yet ’tis fit, for
its example, he fhould. We are left to ourfelves in
my opinion, and may live where we pleafe, in Wales,
Dublin, or Bermudas : and for me, I affure you I love
the world fo well, and it loves me fo well, that I
care not in what part of it I pafs the reft of my days.
I fee no funfhine but in the face of a friend.

I had a glimpfe of a letter of yours lately, by
which I find you are (like the vulgar) apter to think
well of people out of power, than of people in power ;

? perhaps

* The Duchefls of Marlborough.
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perhaps ’tis a miftake, but however there’s fomething
in it generous. Mr. ** take its extreme kindly, I
can perceive, and he has a great mind to thank you
for that good opinion, for which I believe he is only to
thank his ill fortune : for if I am not in an error, he
would rather be in power, than out.

To fhew you how fit I am to live in the mountains,
I will with great truth apply to myfelf an old fentence:
¢ Thofe that are in, may abide in; and thofe that
¢ are out, may abide out : yet to me, thofe that are
¢¢ in fhall be as thofe that are out, and thofe that are
¢ out fhall be as thofe that are in.”

I am indifferent as to all thofe matters, but I mifs
you as much as I did the firft day, when (with a fhort
figh) I parted. Wherever you are, (or on the moun-
tains of Wales, or on the coaft of Dublin,

-~

Tu mihi, feu magni fuperas jam faxa Timavi,
Sive oram Illyrici legis ®quoris, )

I am, and ever thall be, Yours, etc.
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LETTER XVIL

MR. GAY TO DR. SWIFT.

November 17, 1726.

BouT ten days ago a Book was publithed here of
the Travels of one Gulliver, which hath been the
converfation of the whole town ever fince : the whole
impreffion fold in a week; and nothing is more di-
verting than to Lear the different opinions people
give of it, though all agree in liking it extremely.
*Tis generally faid that you are the Author: but Iam
told, the Bookfeller declares, he knows not from
what hand it came. From the higheft to the loweft
it is univerfally read, from the Cabinet-council to the
Nurfery. The Politicians to a man agree, that it is
free from particular refletions, but that the Satire
on general focieties of men is too fevere. Not but
we now and then meet with people of greater perfpi-
cuity, who are in fearch for particular applications
in every leaf; and ’tis highly probable we fhall have
keys publifhed to give light into Gulliver’s defign.
Lord —— is the perfon who leaft approves it, blam-
ing it as a defign of evil confequence to depreciate
human nature, at which it cannot be wondered that
he takes moft offence, being himfelf the moft ac-
complithed of his fpecies, and fo lofing more than
any other of that praife which is due both to the
1 dignity



FROM DR. SWIFT, etc. 75

dignity and virtue of 2 man®. Your friend, my
Lord Harcourt, commends it very much, though he
thinks in fome places the matter too far carried. The
Duchefs Dowager of Marlborough is in raptures at
it; the fays fhe can dream of nothing elfe fince the
tread it: fhe declares, that the hath now found out
that her whole life hath been loft in carefling the
worft part of mankind, and treating the beft as her
foes; and that if the knew Gulliver, tho’ he had been
the worlt enemy fhe ever had, the would give up her
prefent acquaintance for his friendthip. You may fee
by this, that you are not much injured by being fup-
pofed the Author of this piece. If you are, you have
difobliged us, and two or three of your beft friends,
in not giving us the leaft hint of it while you were
with us; and in particular Dr. Arbuthnot, who fays
it is ten thoufand pities he had not known it, he
could have added fuch abundance of things upon
every fubje¢t. Among Lady-critics, fome have found
out that Mr. Gulliver had a particular malice to
Maids of honour. Thofe of them who frequent the
Church fay, his defign is impious, and that it is de-
preciating the works of the Creator. Notwith{tand-
ing, I am told the Princefs hath read it with great
pleafure. As to other Critics, they think the flying
iflands is the leaft entertaining; and fo great an
opinion

b Tt is no wonder a man of real merit thould condemn a fatire on
his fpecies; as it injures Virtue and violates Truth: and, as little,

that a corrupt or worthlefs man fhould approve fuch a fatire, be-
caufe it juftifies his principles and tends to excufc his pradtice. W,
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opinion the town have of the impoffibility of Gulliver’s
writing at all below himfelf, ’tis agreed that part was
not writ by the fame hand, tho’ this hath its defenders
too. It hath pafled Lords and Commons, nemine
contradicente ; and the whole town, men, women, and
children, are quite full of it.

Perhaps I may all this time be talking to you of a
Book you have never feen, and which hath not, yet
reached Ireland; if it hath not, I believe what we
have faid will be fufficient to recommend it to your
reading, and that you will order me to fend it to
you.

But it will be much better to come over yourfelf,
and read it here, where you will have the pleafure of
variety of commentators, to explain the difficult paf-
fages to you.

We all rejoice that you have fixed the precife time
of your coming to be cum hirundine prima; which
we modern naturalifts pronounce ought to be
reckoned, contrary to Pliny, in this northern lati-
tude of fifty-two degrees, from the end of February,
Styl. Greg. at furtheft. But to us, your friends, the
coming of fuch a black fwallow as you, will make
a fummer in the worflt of feafons. We are no lefs
glad at your mention of Twickenham and Dawley ;
and in town you know you have a lodging at
Court.

The Princels is cloathed inIrith filk ; pray give our
fervice to the Weavers. We are ftrangely furprized

to
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to hear that the Bells in Ireland ring without your
money. I hope you do not write the thing that is
not. We are afraid that B—— hath been guilty of
that crime, that you (like Honynhnm) have treated
him as a Yahoo*, and difcarded him your fervice. I
fear you do not underftand thefe modith terms, which
every creature now underftands but yourfelf,

You tell us your Wine is bad, and that the Clergy
do not frequent your houfe, which we look upon to
be tautology. The beft advice we can give you is, to
make them a prefent of your wine, and come away
to better.

You fancy we envy you, but you are miftaken ;
we envy thofe you are with, for we cannot envy the
man we love. Adieu.

LETTER XIX.

November 16, 1726.

HAVE refolved to take time ; and in fpite of all mif-
fortunes and demurs, which ficknefs, lamenefs, or
difability of any kind can throw in my way, to write
you (at intervals) a long letter. My two leaft fingers
v of

* By this circumftance it is clear that Gay knew Swift to be
the author of Gulliver; though the whole Letter pleafantly goes
on the idea of Swift’s being a ftranger to the work.
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of one hand hang impediments to the other’, like ufe-
lefs dependents, who only take up room, and never
are active and affiftant to our wants : I fhall never be
much the better for ’em.—I congratulate you firf
upon what you call your Coufin’s wonderful Book,
which is publice trita manu at prefent, and I prophecy
will be hereafter the admiration of all men. That
countenance with which it is received by fome ftatef-
men, is delightful ; T with I could tell you how every
fingle man looks upon it, to obferve which has been
my whole diverfion this fortnight. Ihave never been
a night in London fince you left me, till now for this
very end, and indeed it has fully anfwered my expetta-
tions.

I find no confiderable man very angry at the book:
fome indeed think it rather too bold, and too general
a Satire: but none, that I hear of, accufe it of parti-
cular refletions ; (I mean no perfons of confequence,
or good judgment ; the mob of Critics, you know,
always are defirous to apply Satire to thofe they envy
for being above them ;) fo that you needed not to have
been fo fecret upon this head. Motte received the

copy

t TThis' was occafioned by a bad accident as he was returning
home in a friend’s chariet ; which in paffing a bridge was over-
turned, and thrown with the horfes into the river. The glafles
being up, and Mr. Pope unable to break them, he was in imme-
diate danger of drowning, when the pottillion, who had juft re-
covered himfelf, beat the glafs which lay uppermoft to pieces:
a fragment of which cut one of Mr. Pope’s hands very dan-
geroufly. i W.
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copy (he tells me) he knew not from whence, nor
from whom, dropped at his houfe in the dark, from
a Hackney-coach : by computing the time, I found it
was after you left England, fo, for my part, I fufpend
my judgment.

I am pleafed with the nature and quality of your
Prefent to the Princefs. The Irith ftuff * you fent to
Mrs. H. her R. H. laid hold of, and has made up
for her own ufe. Are you determined to be national
in every thing, even in your civilities? You are the
greateft Politician in Europe at this raté; but as you‘
are a rational Politician, there is no great fear of you,
you will never fucceed.

Another thing in which you have pleafed me, was
what you fay to Mr. P. by which it feems to me that
you value no man’s civility above your own dignity,
or your own rcafon. Surely, without flattery, you
are now above all parties of men, and it is high time
to be fo, after twenty or thirty years obfervation of
the great world.

Nullius addi¢tus jurare in verba magiftri.
I queftion

* The Dean at this time courted the Princefs, and was in
hopes of getting his Irith Dcanery changed for fome preferment
in England. But the Miniftry were afraid to bring him on this
fide the water. Sir Robert Walpole dreaded his abilities. I once
heard a perfon, high in office, exprefs his wonder that Minifters
fhould much regard what writers faid of them, and how they re-
prefented them. I anfwered him only by reading a paffage in
Lord Shaftefbury’s Advice to an-Author. Chara&eriftics, vol. i.
P 225.
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I queftion not, many men would be of your intimacy,
that you might be of their intereft: but God forbid
an honeft or witty man fhould be of any, but that of
his country. They have fcoundrels enough to write
for their paffions and their defigns; let us write for
truth, for honour, and for pofterity. If you muft
needs write about Politics at all, (but perhaps it is full
as wife to play the fool any other way,) furely it ought
to be fo as to preferve the dignity and integrity of your
charaéer with thofe times to come, which will moft
impartially judge of you.

I with you had writ to Lord Peterborow, no man
is more affeCtionate towards you. Don’t fancy none
but Torles are your friends; for at that rate I muft
be, at moft, but half your friend, and fincerely, I
am whoily fo. Adieu, write often, and come foon,
for many_ wifh you well, and all would be glad of
your company.
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LETTER XX.
FROM DR. SWIFT.

Dublin, November 17, 1726.

AM juft come from anfwering a letter of Mrs, H—s,

writ in fuch myftical terms, that I fhould never
have found out the meaning, if a Book had not been
fent me called Gulliver’s Travels, of which you fay
fo much in yours. I read the Book over, and in the
fecond volume obferved feveral paffages, which ap-
pear to be patched and altered *, and the ftyle of a
different fort (unlefs I am much miftaken). Dr.
Arbuthnot likes the Projectors leaft'; others, you
tell me, the Flying Ifland ; fome think it wrong to be
fo hard upon whole Bodies or Corporations, yet the
general opinion is, that refletions on particular per-
fons are moft to be blamed: fo that in thefe cafes, I
think the beft method is to let cenfure and opinion
take their courfe. A Bifthop here faid, that book
was full of improbable lies, and for his part, he
hardly believed a word of it; and fo much for
Gulliver. v

Going

k This was the fa&, which is complained of and redrefled in the
Dublin Edition of the Dean’s works. ) w.

! Becaufe he underftoed it to be intended as a fatire on the
Royal Society. - w.
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Going to England is a very good thing, if it were
not attended with an ugly circumftance of returning
to Ireland. It is a fhame you do not perfuade your
Minifters to keep me on that fide, if it were but by
a court expedient of keeping me in Prifon for a
Plotter ; but at the fame time I mulft tell you, that
fuch journies very much fhorten. my, life, foria month
here is longer than fix at Twickenham. , ;

How comes friend ‘Gay to be fo tedious? another
man. can publith fifty thoufand Lies fooner than he
can fifty Fables. o

I am juft going to perform a very good ofﬁce, it is
to aflift with the Archbithop, in degradingra Parfon
who couples all our beggars, by which I fhall make
one happy man: and decide the great queftion of an
indelible chara&er in favour of the principles iin
fathion ; this I hope you will reprefent to the Miniftry
in my favour, as a point of merit; fo farewel il I
return.

I am come back, and have deprived the Parfon,
who by a law here is to be hanged the next couple
he marries: he declared to us that he refolved to be
hanged, only defired that when he was to go to the
gallows the Archbifhop would take off his Excom-
munication. Is not he a good Catholic? and yet he
is but a Scotch-man. This is the only Irifh event I
ever troubled you with, and I think it deferves notice.
Let me add, that, if I were Gulliver’s friend, I
would defire all my acquaintance to give out that his

copy
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copy was bafely mangled, and abufed, and added to,
and blotted out by the Printer ; for fo to me it feems,

in the fecond volume particularly. '
' Adieu.

LETTER XXL
FROM DR. SWIFT.

December 5, 1726.

BELIEVE the hurt in your hand affe&ts me more

than it does yourfelf, and with reafon, becaufe I
may probably be a greater lofer by it. "What have
accidents to do with thofe who are neither jockeys,
nor fox-hunters, nor bullies, nor drunkards? And
yet a rafcally Groom fhall gallop a foundred horfe ten
miles upon a caufeway, and get home fafe.

I am very much pleafed that you approve what was
fent, becaufe I remember to have heard a great man
fay, that nothing required more judgment than mak-
ing a prefent ; which when it is done to thofe of high
rank, ought to be of fomething that is not readily
got for money. You oblige me, and at the fame
time do me juftice in what you obferve as to Mr. P.
Befides, it is too late in life for me to a& 6therwife,
and therefore I follow a very eafy road to virtue, and
purchafe it cheap. If you will give me leave to join
us, is not your life and mine a ftate of power, and

G2 depend-
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dependence a ftate of {lavery? We care not three
pence whether a Prince or Minifter will fee us or no:
we are not afraid of having ill offices done us, nor
are at the trouble of guarding our words for fear of
giving offence. I do .agree that Riches are Liberty,
but then we are to put into the balance how long
our apprenticefhip is to laft in acquiring them.

Since you have received the verfes *, I moft ear-
neftly intreat you to burn thofe which you do not ap-
prove, and in thofe few where you may not diflike
fome parts, blot out the reft, and fometimes (though
it be againft the lazinefs of your nature) be fo kind
to make a few corretions, if the matter will bear
them. I have fome few of thofe things I call
Thoughts moral and diverting ; if you pleafe, I will
fend the beft I can pick from them, to add to the
new volume. I have reafon to chufe the method you
mention of mixing the feveral verfes, and I hope
thereby among the bad Critics to be entitled to more
merit than is my due. ’
~ This moment I am fo happy to have a letter from
my Lord Peterborow, for which I entreat you will
prefent him with my humble refpetts and thanks,
though he all-to-be Gullivers me by very ftrong in-
finuations. Though you defpife Riddles, I am firong-

ly

* A jult chara&er of Swift’s poetry, as well as his profe, Is,
that it ¢ confifts of proper words in proper places.”” Johnfon
faid once to me, {peaking of the fimplicity of Swift’s ftyle, ¢ The
Rogue never hazards a figure.”
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ly tempted to fend a parcel to be printed by them~
felves, and make a nine-penny jobb for the book-
feller. There are fome of my own, wherein I exceed
mankind, Mira Poemata! the moft folemn that ever
were feen; and fome writ by others, admirable in-
deed, but far inferior to mine; but I will not praife
myfelf. You approve that writer who laughs and
makes others laugh; but why {hould I who hate the
world, or you who do not love it, make it fo happy?
therefore I refolve from henceforth to handle only
ferious fubjes, nifi quid tu, docte Trebati, Diffentis.
Yours, etc.’

LETTER XXIL

March 8, 1726-7.
R. Stopford will be the bearer of this letter, for
whofe acquaintance I am, among many other
favours, obliged to you: and T think the acquaint-
ance of fo vdluable, ingenious, and unaffected a man,
to be none of the leaft obligations.

Our Mifcellany is now quite printed. I am pro-
digioufly pleafed with this joint-volume, in which,
methinks, we look like friends, fide by fide, ferious
and merry by turns, converfing interchangeably and
walking down hand in hand to pofterity; not in the
{Hff forms of learned Authors, flattering each other,

G 3 and
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and fetting theé reft of mankind at nought; butina
free, unimportant; natural, eafy manner ; diverting
others juft as we diverted ourfelves. - The third vo-
lume confifts of Verfes; but I would: chufe 'to print
none but fuch as have fome peculiarity, and may be
diftinguithed for ‘ours,”fromother writers, = There’s
no end’ of 'making Books; 'Solomon faid, “and above
allof ‘making Mifcellanies, which all'men can make.
Forunlefs 'there:bei a-charadter in’every piece, like
the mark of the Ele&; I{hould not care to be one of
the- Twelve-thoufand fighed.

You réceived, I hope, fome commendatory verfes
from a Horfe and a Lilliputian, to Gulliver ; and an
heroic Epiftle of Mrs. Gulliver. The Bookfeller
would fain have printed them before the fecond Edi-
tion of the Book, but I would not permit it without
your approbation : nor do I much like them. You
fee how much like a Poet I write, and yet if you were
with us, you’d be deep in Politics. People are very
warm, and very angry, very little to the purpofe,
but therefore the more warm and the more angry ;
Non noftrum ¢, Tantas componere lites. 1 flay at
Twit'nam, without {o much as reading news-papers,
votes, or any other paltry Pamphlets : Mr. Stopford
will carry you a whole parcel of them, which are fent
for your diverfion; but not imitation. = For my own
part, methinks I am at Glubdubdrib with none but
ancients and fpirits about me,

3

Iam
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I am rather better than I ufe to be at this feafon,
but my hand (though, as you fee, it has not loft
its cunning) is frequently in very aukward fenfations
rather than pain. But to convince you it is pretty
well, it has done fome mifchief already, and juft
been ftrong enough to cut the other hand, while it
was aiming to prune a fruit-tree.

Lady Bolingbroke has writ you a long, lively
letter, which will ‘attend this: fhe has very bad
health, he very good. Lord Peterborow has writ
twice to) you; we fancy fome letters have been
intercepted, or loft by accident. About ten thou-
fand things I want to tell you: I wifh you were as
impatient to hear them, for if fo, you would, you
muft come early this fpring. Adieu. Let me have
a line from you. Iam vext at lofing Mr. Stopford
as foon as I knew him: but I thank God I have
known him no longer. If every man one begins to
value muft fettle in Ireland, pray make me know no
more of them, and I forgive you this one.
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LETTER XXIIL

O&ober 2, 1727.
T is a perfet trouble to me to write to you,
and your kind letter left for me at Mr. Gay’s af-
fefted me fo much, that it made me like a girl. 1
“can’t tell what to fay to you; I'only feel that T with
you well in every circumftance of life ; that ’tis almoft
-as good to be hated as to be loved, confidering the
pain it is to minds of any tender turn, to find them-
felves fo utterly impotent to do any good, or give
any eafe to thofe who deferve moft from us. ' I would
very fain know, as foon as you recover your com-
plaints, or any part of them. Wouldto GodI could
eafe any of them, or had been able even to have al-
leviated any! Ifound I was not, and truly it grieved
me. I was forry to find you could think yourfelf
eafier in any houfe than in mine, though at the fame
time T can allow for 3 tendernefs in your way of think-
ing, even when it feemed to want that tendernefs ; I
can’t explain my meaning, perhaps you know it,
But the beft way of convincing you of my indulgence,
will be, if T live, to vifit you in Ireland, and a&
there as much in my own way as you did here in
yours. I will not leave your roof, if Iam ill. To
your bad health Ifear there was added fome difagree-
aple news from Ireland, which might occafion your
e fo
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fo fudden departure: for the laft time I faw you,
you affured me you would not leave us this whole
winter, unlefs your health grew better, and I don’t
find it did fo. I never complied fo unwillingly in my
life with any friend as with you, in ftaying fo entirely
from you ; nor could I have had the conftancy to do
it, if you had not promifed that before you went we
thould meet, and you would fend to us all to come. I
have given your remembrances to thofe you mention in
yours : we are quite forry for you, I mean for our-
felves. I hope, as you do, that we fhall meet in a
more durable and more fatisfactory ftate ; but the lefs
fure I am of that, the more I would indulge it in this,
‘We are to believe, we fhall have fomething better than
even a friend there, but certainly here we have no-
thing fo good. Adieu for this time ; may you find
every friend you go to as pleafed and happy, asevery
friend you went from is forry and troubled.
Yours, etc.
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LETTER XXIV.
FROM DR. SWIFT.

Dublin, O&. 12, 1727.
HAVE been long reafoning with myfelf upon the
condition I'am-in, and'in conclufion have thought
Y beﬂ: to return' to what fortune hath made my home;
I have there'a large houfe, and fervants and con-
veniences about me. I may be worfe than I am, and
I have no where to retire. T thetefore thought it beft
to return to Ireland, rather thanto go to any diftant
place in England. Here is my maintenance, and
here my convenience.  If it pleafes God to reftore
me to my health, I fhall readily make a third journey;
if not, we muft part as all human creatures have
parted. You are the beft and kindeft friend in the
world, and I know nobody alive or dead to whom I
am fo much dbliged ; and if ever you made me angry,
it was for your too much care about me. I have often
withed that God Almighty would be fo eafy to the
weaknels of mankind as to let old friends be ac-
quainted in another ftate ; and if I were to write an
Utopia for heaven, that would be one of my fchemes.
This wildnefs you muft allow for, becaufe I am giddy
and deaf.
I find it more convenient to be fick here, without
the vexation of making my friends uneafy ; yet my
giddinefs
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giddinefs alone would not have done, if that unfociable
comfortlefs deafnefs had not quite tired me,  And I
believe. I fhould have returned from the inn, if I had
not feared it was only a fhort intermiffion, and the
year was late, and my licence expiring. Surely be.
fides all other faults, I fhould be a very ill judge, to
doubt your friendfhip and kindnefs. But it hath
pleafed God that you are not in a ftate of health, to
be mortified with the care and ficknefs of a friend.
Two fick friends never did well together; fuch an
office is fitter for fervants and humble companions,
to whom it is wholly indifferent whether we give them
trouble or no. The cafe would be quite otherwife if
you were with me; you could refufe to fee any body,
and here is a large houfe where we need not hear each
other if we were both fick. I have a race of orderly
elderly people of both fexes at command, who are of
no confequence, and have gifts proper for attend-
ing us ; who can bawl when I am deaf, and tread foftly
when I am only giddy and would fleep.

I had another reafon for my hafte hither, which
was changing my Agent, the old one having terribly
involved my little affairs; to which however I am
grown fo indifferent, that I believe I fhall lofe two or
three hundred pounds rather than plague myfelf with
accompts; fo that I am very well qualified to be a
Lord, and put into Peter Walter’s hands.

Pray God continue and increafe Mr. Congreve’s
amendment, though he does not deferve it like you,

» haying
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having been too lavith of that health which Nature
gave him. L

I hope my Whitehall-landlord is nearer to a place
than when I left him; as the preacher faid, ¢ the
¢ day of judgment was nearer than ever it had been
¢ before.”

Pray God fend you health, det falutem, det gpes;
animam equam tibi ipfe parabis. You fee Horace
withed for money, as well as health; and I would
hold a crown he kept a coach ; and I fhall never be a
friend to the Court, till you do fo too.

Yours, etc.

LETTER XXV.
FROM DR. SWIFT.
Oc&ober 30, 1727,
ruE firft letter I writ after my landing was to Mr.
Gay; but it would have been wifer to direét to
Tonfon or Lintot, to whom I believe his lodgings are
better known than to the runners of the Poft-office.
In that Letter you will find what a quick change I
made in feven days from London to the Deanery,
through many’nations and languages unknown to the
civilized world. And I have often reflected in how
few hours, with a {wift horfe or a ftrong gale, a man

may come among a people as unknown to him as the
: Antipodes.
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Antipodes. If I did not know you more by your
converfation and kindnefs than by your letter, I
might be bafe enough to fufpec, that in point of
friendthip you atted like fome Philofophers who writ
much better upon Virtue than they pratifed it. In
anfwer, I can only fwear that you have taught
me to dream, which I had not done in twelve
years further than by inexpreflible nonfenfe; but
now I can every night diftin&tly fee Twicken-
ham and the Grotto, and Dawley, and many other
et cetera’s, and it is but three nights fince I beat
Mrs. Pope. I muft needs confefs, that the: pleafure
I take in thinking of you is very much leflened by the
pain I am in about your health: you pay dearly for
the great talents God hath given you; and for the
confequences of them in the efteem and diftin&ion
you receive from mankind, unlefs you can provide a
tolerable ftock of health ; in which purfuits I cannot
much commend your condu, but rather entreat you
would mend it by following the advice of my Lord
Bolingbroke and your other Phyficians. When you
talked of Cups and impreffions, it came into my head
to imitate you in quoting Scripture, not to your
advantage ; I mean what was faid to David by one
of his brothers : ¢ I knew thy pride and the naughti_
< nefs of thy heart;”” I remember when it grieved
your foul to fee me pay a penny more than my club at
an inn, when you had maintained me three months
at bed and board ; for which, if I had dealt with you
in the Smithfield way, it would have coft me a hun-

dred
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dred pounds, for I live worfe hére upon more. "Did
you ever confider that I am for lifé almoft twice as
rich as you, and pay norent, and drink French wine
twice as cheap as you do Port, and have neithet Coach,
Chair, nor, Mother ? As to the world, I think you
ought to fay to it with St. Paul, If we bave fown unto
you fpiritual things, is it a great thing if we fhall reap
yéur carnal_things ? This is more propér ftill, if you
Tconﬁiier the French word jpiritual, in which fenfe the
world oﬁght to pay you better than they do. If you
made me a prefent of a thoufand pound, I would not
allow myfelf to be inyour debt ; but if I made you a
prefent of two, I would not allow myfelf to be out of
it.. But I have not half your pride; witnefs what
Mr. Gay fays in his letter, that I was cenfured for
begging Prefents, though I limited them to ten fhil-
lings. I fee no reafon (at leaft my friendfhip and
vanity fee none) why you fhould not give me a
vifit, when you fhall happen to be difengaged : I will
fend a perfon to Chefter to take care of you, and you
fhall be ufed by the beft folks we have here, as well as
civility and good-nature can contrive ; I believe local
motion will be no ill phyfic, and I will have your
coming infcribed onmy Tomb, and recorded in never-
dying verfe.

I thank Mrs. Pope for her prayers, but I know the
myftery. A perfon of my acquaintance, who ufed to
correfpond with the laft Great Duke of Tufcany,
fhewing one of the Duke’s letters to a friend, and

- 4 . ", profefling.
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profefling great” fenfe of his- Highnefs’s friendthip,
read this paffage out of thefe letters, I'would give. one
of my fingers to’ procure your real good. The perfon to
whom this was read, and who knew the Duke well,
faid, the meaning of real good was only that the other
might turn a good Catholic. Pray afk Mrs. Pope whe-
ther ‘this ftory is applicable to her and me? I pray
God blefs her, for I am fure fhe is a good Chriftian,
and (which is almoft as rare) a good Woman.
Adieu.

LETTER XXVL
MR. GAY TO DR, SWIFT.

October 213, 1727.
HE Queen’s family is at laﬂ: fettled, and in the hﬂ:
I was appointed Ger,ltlem@n-u{her to the Princefs
Louifa, the youngeft P_rinéefs 5. which, upon account
that I am fo far advanced in life, I have declined ac-
cepting *; and have.endeavoured, in the beft manner
I could, to make my beft. excufes by a Letter to
her Majefty. So now all my expeltations are va-
nithed ; and I have no profped, but in depending
wholly upon myfelf, and my own conduct. AsIam
' ufed

* This appointment- was treated by all the friends of Gay, as
a great indignity; and he is faid to have felt the difappointment
very feverely, and was too much dejected on the occafion.

1
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ufed to difappointments, I can bear them ; butas I can
have no more hopes, I can no more be difappointed,
fo that I am in a blefled condition.—You remember
you were advifing me to go into Newgate to finith my
-fcenes the more corre&tly—I now think I fhall, for I
have no attendance to hinder me; but my Opera is
already finithed. I leave the reft of this paper to Mr.
Pope.

Gay is a Free-man, and I writ him a long Congra-
tulatory Letter upon it. Do you the fame: it will -
mend him, and make him a better man than a Court

“could do. Horace might keep his coach in Au-
guftus’s time, if he pleafed ; but I won’t in the time
of our Auguftus. My Poem (which it grieves me
that I dare not fend you a copy of, for fear of the
Curl’s and Dennis’s of Ireland, and ftill more for
fear of the worflt of Traitors, our Friends and Ad-
mirers)—my Poem, I fay, will thew what a diftin-
guithing age we lived in: your name is in it, with
fome others under a mark of fuch ignominy as you
will not much grieve to wear in that company. Adieu,
and God blefs you, and give you health and fpirits.

‘Whether thou chufe Cervantes’ ferious air,

Or laugh and fhake in Rab’lais’ eafy chair,

Or in the graver Gown inftru&t mankind,

Or, filent, let thy morals tell thy mind.
Thefe two verfes are over and above what I’ve faid of
you in the Poem'. Adieu.

1 We fee by this, with what judgment Mr. Pope correted and
erafed. w.
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LETTER XXVIL
DR. SWIFT TO MR. GAY.

Dublin, Nov. 27, 1727.

ENTIRELY approve your refufal of that employ-

ment, and your writing to the Queen. I am per-
fe@ly confident you have a keen enemy in the Mi-
niftry. God forgive him, but not till he puts him-
felf in a ftate to be forgiven. Upon reafoning with
myfelf, I thould hope they are gone too far to difcard
you quite, and that they will give you fomething ;
which, although much lefs than they ought, will be
(as far as it is worth) better circumftantiated: and
fince you already juft live, a middling help will make
you juft tolerable. Your latenefs in life (as you fo
foon call it) might be improper to begin the world
with, but almoft the eldeft men may hope to fee
changes in a Court. A Minifter is always feventy :
you are thirty years younger; and confider, Crom-
well himfelf did not begin to appear till he was older
than you. I beg you will be thrifty, and learn to
value a fhilling, which Dr. Birch faid was a ferious,
thing. ~Get a ftronger fence about your 1ocool. and
throw the inner fence into the heap, and be advifed
by your Twickenham landlord and me about an
annuity. You are the moft refrattory, honeft, good-
natured man I ever have known; I could argue out
this paper——1I am very glad your Opera is-finithed,

VOL. IX, H and
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and hope your friends will join the readier to make it
fucceed, becaufe you are ill ufed by others.

I have known Courts thefe thirty-fix years, and
know they differ ; but in fome things they are ex-
tremely conftant : Firft *, in the trite old maxim of
a Minifter’s never forgiving thofe he hath injured =
Secondly, in the infincerity of thofe who would be
thought the beft friends: Thirdly, in the love of
fawning, cringing, and tale-bearing : Fourthly, in fa-
crificing thofe whom we really with well, toa point
of intereft, or intrigue : Fifthly, in keeping every
thing worth taking, for thofe who can do fervice or
dif-fervice.

Now why does not Pope publith his Dulnefs ? the
rogues he marks will die of themfelves in peace, and
fo will his friends, and fo there will be neither punith-
ment nor reward—Pray enquire how my Lord St.
John does ? there’s no man’s health in England I am
more concerned about than his.—I wonder whether
you begin to tafte the pleafure of independency ; or
whether you do not fometimes leer upon the Court,
oculo retorto ? Will you not think of an Annuity, when
you are two years older, and have doubled your pur-
chafe-money ? Have you 'dedicated your Opera, and
got the ufual dedication-fee of twenty guineas? How
is the Do&or? does he not chide that you never

called

* Let every expeftant of preferment, in Church and State,
carefully attend to, and remember thefe fve refleCtions of a man
well verfed in Courts,

e
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called upon him for hints? Is my Lord Bolingbroke
at the moment I am writing, a planter, a philofopher,
or a writer ? Is Mr. Pulteney in expettation of a fon,
or my Lord Oxford of a new old manufeript ?

I bought your Opera to-day for fixpence *, a curfed
print. I find there is neither dedication nor preface,
both which wants I approve : it isin the grand gout.

We are all as full of it pro moedulo noftro as London
can be; continually a&ting, and houfes crammed, and
the Lord Lieutenant feveral times there laughing his
heart out. I did not underftand that the fcene of
Locket and Peachum’s quarrel was an imitation of one
between Brutus and Caffius, till T was told it. Iwith
Mackheath 1, when he was going to be hanged, had
imitated Alexander the Great when he was dying: 1
would have had his fellow-rogues defire his commands
about a Succeflor, and he to anfwer, Let it be the
moft worthy, &c. We hear a million of ftories about
the Opera, of the applaufe of the fong That was level’d
at me, when two great Minifters were in a box toge-
ther, and all the world ftaring at them. Iam heartily
glad your Opera hath mended your purfe, though

erhaps it may fpoil your court.
Sarsk will

* Some of thofe fongs that contained the fevereft fatire againft

the Court were written by Pape ; particularly,
¢ Thro’ all the employments of Life,”—
and alfo,
¢ Since Laws were made,” &c.

+ A hint that might have been worked up with much humour:

as was the quarrel of Locket and Peachum.
H2
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Will you defire ‘my Lord Bolingbroke, Mr. Pul-
teney, and Mr. Pope, to command you to buy an
annuity with two thoufand pounds? that you may
laugh at Courts, and bid Minifters

' Ever preferve fome fpice of the Alderman, and pres
pare againft Age and Dulnefs, and Sicknefs, and Cold-
nefs or Death of Friends. A Whore has a refource
left, that fhe can turn bawd ; but an old decayed Poet
is a creature abandoned, and at mercy, ‘when he can
find none. Get me likewife Polly’s Meffo-tinto*. Lord,
how the fchool-boys at Weftminfter, and Univerfity

lads adore you at this junture! Have you made as
many men laugh, as Minifters can make weep ?

I will excufe Sir——the trouble of a letter : when
Ambaffadors came from Troy to condole with Tibe-
rius upon the death of his Nephew, after two years ;

- the:

* This was Mifs Lavinia Fenton. She afterwards became
Duchefs of Bolton. She was very accomplifhed; was a moft
agreeable companion ; had much wit, and ftrong good fenfe, and
a juft tafte in polite literature. Her perfon was agreeable and
well-made ; thoughfhe could not be called a beauty. I have had
the pleafure of being at table with her, when her converfation was
much admired by the firft chara&ers of the age, particularly the
old Lord Bathurfl, and Lord Granville. - Quin thought the fuc.
cefs of this Opera fo doubtful, that he would not undertake to
play the part of Macheath, but gave it yp to Walker. And indeed
it had like to have mifcarried and been damned, till Polly fung in
a moft tender and affeGting manner, the words

¢ For on the rope that hangs my dear

¢ Depends poor Polly’s life.”?
This is the Alr thatis faid irrefiftibly to have conquered the Lover
who afterwards married her.

-
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the Emperor anfwered, "that he likewife condoled
with them for the untimely death of He@or. I always
loved and refpetted him very much, and do ftill as
much as ever; and it is a return fufficient, if he
pleafes to accept the offers of my moft humble fervice.

The Beggar’s Opera hath knocked down Gulliver;
I hope to fee Pope’s Dulnefs knock down the Beggar’s
Opera, but not till it hath fully done its job.

To expofe vice, and make people laugh with inno-
cence, does more public fervice than all the Minifters
of ftate from Adam to Walpole, and fo adieu.

LETTER XXVIIL
LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR. SWIFT.

ope charges himfelf with this letter ; he has been
here two days, he is now hurrying to London, he
will hurry back to Twickenham in two days more, and
before the end of the week he will be, for ought I
know, at Dublin. In the mean time his ™ Dulne/s
grows and flourithes as if he was there already. It
will indeed be a noble work : the many will ftare at
it, the few will fmile, and all his Patrons from
Bickerftaft to Gulliver will rejoice, to fec themfelves
adorned in that immortal piece. '
I hear

= The Dunciad. W,

=0 g
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I hear that you have had fome return of your ill-
nefs which carried you fo fuddenly from us (if indeed
it was your own illnefs which made you in fuch hafte
to be at Dublin). Dear Swift, take care of your
health ; Tll give you a receipt for it, & /o Montagne,
or which is better & /a Brayere. Neuriffer bien vbtre
corps; me le fatiguer jamais*: laiffer reusller Péfprit,
meuble inutil, woire outil dangereux : laiffer fonner wos
cloches le matin pour eveiller les chanoines, et pour faire
dormir le Doyen d’un fommeil doux et profond, qui luy
procure de beaux fonges: lever wous tard, et aller &
PEglife, pour wous faire payer d’avoir bien dormi et bien
dejeuné.  As to myfelf (a perfon about whom I con-
cern mylfelf very little) Imuft fay a word or two out
of complaifance to you. I am in my farm, and herel
thoot ftrong and tenacious roots : I have caught hold
of the earth (to ufe a Gardener’s phrafe), and neither
my enemies nor my friends will find it an eafy matter
to tranfplant me again. Adieu. Let me hear from you,
at leaft of you : 1 love you for a thoufand things, for
none more than for the juft efteem and love you have
for all the fons of Adam.

P. S. According to Lord Bolingbroke’s account I
thall be at Dublin in three days. I cannot help add-
ing a word, to defire you to expe& my foul there
with you by that time; but as for the jade of a body

that

* The whole of this pleafant receipt is taken from the Lutrin
of Boileau,
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that is tacked to it, I fear there will be no dragging
it after. I affure you I have few friends here to de-
tain me, and no powerful one at Court abfolutely to
forbid my journey. Iam told the Gynocrafy are of
opinion, that they want no better writers than Cibber
and the Britilh Journalift; fo that we may live at
quiet, and apply ourfelves to our moft abftrufe ftudies.
The only Courtiers T know, or have the honour to
call my friends, are John Gay and Mr. Bowry ; the
former is at prefent {fo employed in the elevated airs
of his Opera, and the latter in the exaltation of his
high dignity (that of her Majefty’s Waterman), that I
can fcarce obtain a categorical anfwer from either to
any thing I fay to ’em. But the Opera fucceeds ex-
tremely, to yours and my extreme [atisfattion, of
which he promifes this poft to give you a full account.
1 have been in a worle condition of health than ever,
and think my immortality is very near out of my en-
joyment: fo it muft be in you, and in pofterity to
make me what amends you can for dying young.
Adieu. While T am, I am yours. Pray love me,
and take care of yourfelf. :

H 4
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LETTER XXIX.

March 23, 1727-8.
I sEND you a very odd thing, a paper printed in

Bofton in New-England, wherein you’ll find a real
perfon a member of their Parliament, of the name
of Jonathan Gulliver. If the fame of that Traveller
hath travelled thither, it has travelled very quick ta
have folks chriftened already by the name of the fup-
pofed Author. But if you objett that no child fo
lately chriftened could be arrived at years of maturity
to be elefted into Parliament, I reply (to folve the
riddle) that the perfon is an anabaptif?, and not
chriftened till full age, which fets all right. How-
ever it be, the accident is very fingular, that thefe
two names fhould be united.

Mr. Gay’s Opera has been afted near forty days
running, and will certainly continue the whole feafon.
So he has more than a fence about his thoufand
pounds *: he’ll foon be thinking of a fence about his

two

n Beforc Mr. Gay had fenced. his thoufand pounds, he had a
confultation with his friends about the difpofal of it. Mr. Lewis
advifed him to intruft it to the funds, and live upon the intereft:
Dr. Arbuthnot, to intruft it to Providence, and live upon the
principal; and Mr. Pope was for purchafing an annuity for life.
In this uncertainty he could only fay with the old man in Terence,
ﬁt_t'/z"is probe,

Jucertior fum multoy quam dudum. AL A
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two thoufand. Shall no one of us live as we would:
wifh each other to ‘live? Shall he have no annuity;
you no fettlement on this fide, and I no profpedt of
getting to you on the other? This world is made for
Czefar—as Cato faid, for ambitious, falfe, or flatter-
ing people to domineer in: nay they would not, by
their good-will, leave us our very books, thoughts,
or words, in quiet. I defpife the world yet, I affure
you, more than either Gay or you, and the Court
more than all the reft of the world. As for thofe
Scribblers for whom you apprehend I would fupprefs
my Dulnefs, (which by the way, for the future, you
are to call by a more pompous name The Dunciad, )
how much that neft of Hornets are my regard, will
eafily appear to you, when you read the Treatife of
the Bathos. -

At all adventures, yours and my name fhall ftand
linked as friends to pofterity, both in verfe and profe,
and (as Tully calls it) in confuctudine Studiorum.
Would to God our perfons could but as well, and as
furely, be infeparable! I find my other Ties dropping
from me : fome worn off, fome torn off, others relax-
ing daily: my greateft, both by duty, gratitude, and
humanity, Time is fhaking every moment, and it
now hangs but by a thread! I am many years the
older, for living fo much with one fo old; much the
more helplefs, for having been fo long helped and
tended by her; much the more confiderate and ten-
der, for a daily commerce with one who required me

juftly
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juftly to be both to her; and confequently the more
melancholy and thoughtful; and the lefs fit for
others, who want only, in a companion or a friend,
to be amufed or entertained. My conflitution too has
had its fhare of decay, as well as my fpirits, and 1
am as much in the decline at forty as you at fixty. ¥
believe we fhould be fit to live together, could I get 2
little more health, which might make me not quite in-
fupportable : your deafnefs would agree with my Dul-
nefs; you would not want me to fpeak when you could
not hear. But God forbid you fhould be as deftitute
of the focial comforts of life, as I muft when I lofe
my mother ; or that ever you fhould lofe your more
ufeful acquaintance fo utterly, as to turn your
thoughts to fuch a broken reed as I am, who could fo
ill fupply your wants. Iam extremely troubled at
the returns of your deafnefs ; you cannot be too par-
ticular in the accounts of your health to me; every
thing you do or fay in this kind obliges me, nay, de-
lights me, to fee the juftice you do in thinking me
concerned in all your concerns; fo that though the
pleafanteft thing you can tell me be that you. are bet-
ter or eafier; next to that it pleafes me, that you
make me the perfon you would complain to.

As the obtaining the love of valuable men is the
happieft end I know of this life, fo the next felicity
is to get rid of fools and fcoundrels ; which I cannot
but own to you was one part of my defign in falling

upon thefe Authors, whofe incapacity is not greater
than
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than their infincerity, and of whom I have always
found (if I may quote myfelf)

That each bad Author is as bad a Friend.
This Poem will rid me of thefe infects,

Cedite, Romani Scriptores, cedite, Graii;
Nefiio quid majus nafcitur Iliade.

I mean than my lliad ; and I call it Nefeio quid, which
is a degree of modefty ; but however if it filence
thefe fellows®, it muft be fomething greater than
any Iliad in Chriftendom.

Adieu.

LETTER XXX.
FROM DR. SWIFT.

Dublin, May 10, 1728.

1 HAVE with great pleafure thewn the New England
News-paper with the two names Jonathan Gulli-
ver, and I remember Mr. Fortefcue fent you an ac-
count from the affizes, of one Lemuel Gulliver who
had a Caufe there, and loft it on his ill reputation of
being a liar. ‘Thefe are not the only obfervations I
have made upon odd ftrange accidents in trifles,
which

° It did, in a little time, effcétually filence them. w.
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which in things of great importance would have been
matter for Hiftorians. Mr. Gay’s Opera hath been
atted here twenty times, and my Lord Lieutenant
tells me, it is very well performed ; he hath feen it
often, and approves it much.

You give a moft melancholy account of yourfelf,
and which I do not approve. Ireckon that 2 man
fubject like us to bodily infirmities, fthould only oc-
cafionally converfe with great people, notwithftand-
ing all their good qualities, eafinefles, and kindneffes.
There is another race which I prefer before them, as
Beef and Mutton for conftant diet before Partridges:
I mean a middle kind both for underftanding and
fortune, who are perfe@tly eafy, never impertinent,
complying in every thing, ready to do a hundred
little offices that you and I may often want, who dine
and fit with me five times for once that I go with
them, and whom I can tell without offence, that I
am otherwife engaged at prefent. This you cannot

- expe& from any of thofe that either you or I or both
are acquainted with on your fide ; who are only fit
for our healthy feafons, and have much bufinefs of
their own. God forbid I fhould condemn you to
Ireland ("Quanquam O!) and for England I defpair ;
and indeed a change of affairs would come too late at
my feafon of life, and might probably produce nothing
on my behalf. You have kept Mrs. Pope longer,
and have had her care beyond what from nature you
could expett; not but her lofs will be very fenfible,

whenever it fhall happen. I fay one thing, that both
’ fummers
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fummers and winters are milder here than with you;
all thihgs for life in general better for a middling
fortune: you will have an ablolute command of your
company, with whatever obfequioufnefs or freedom
you may expe& or allow. I have an elderly houfe-
keeper, who hath been my We—/p—/c above thirty
years, whenever I lived in this kingdom. I have the
command of one or two villas near this town: you
have a warm apartment in this houfe, and two gar-
dens for amufement. I have faid enough, yet not
half. Except abfence from friends, I confefs freely
that T have no difcontent at living here ; befides what
arifes from a filly fpirit of Liberty, which as it neither
fours my drink, nor hurts my meat, nor fpoils my
ftomach farther than in imagination, fo I refolve to’
throw it off.

You talk of this Dunciad, -but I am impatient to
have it wolare per ora

there is now a vacancy for
fame; the Beggar’s Opera hath done its tafk, difcedat
uti conviva fatur.

Adieu,
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LETTER XXXIL
FROM DR. SWIFT.

June 1, 1728.
rook upon my Lord Bolingbroke and us two, asa
peculiar Triumvirate, who have nothing to expe,

or to fear; and fo far fitteft to converfe with one
another : only he and I are a little fubjeé to fchemes,
and one of us (I won’t fay which) upon very weak
appearances, and this you have nothing to do with. I
do profefs without affeétation, that your kind opinion
of me as a Patriot (fince you call it fo) is what I
do not deferve; becaufe what I do is owing to
perfe& rage and refentment, and the mortifying fight
of flavery, folly, and bafenefs about me, among
which I am forced to live. And I will take my oath
that you have more Virtue in an hour, than I in feven
years ; for you defpife the follies, and hate the vices
of mankind, without the leaft ill effe® on your
temper : and with regard to particular men, you are
inclined always rather to think the better, whereas
with me it is always directly contrary. I hope, how-
ever, this is not in you from a fuperior principle of
virtue, but from your fituation, which hath made all
parties and interefts indifferent to you, who can be
under no concern about high and low church, Whig
and Tory, or who is firft Minifter——Your long
letter was the laft I received, till this by Dr. Delany,

' although
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although you mention another fince. The Dr. told
me your fecret about the Dunciad, which does not
pleafe me, becaufe it defers gratifying my vanity in
the moft tender point, and perhaps may wholly dif-
appoint it. As to one of your enquiries, I am eafy
enough in great matters, and have a thoufand paltry
vexations in my little ftation, and the more contempt-
ible, the more vexatious. There might be a Lutrin
writ upon the tricks ufed by my Chapter to teize me.
I do not converfe with one creature of Station or Title,
but I have a fet of eafy people whom I entertain when
1 have 2 mind; I have formerly defcribed them to
you, but when you come, you fhall have the honours
of the country as much as you pleafe, and I fhall on
that account make a better figure as long as I live.
Pray God preferve Mrs. Pope for your fake and eafe;
I love and efteem her too much to with it for her
own: if I were five-and-twenty, I would with to be
of her age, to be as fecure as the is of a better life.
Mrs. P. B. has writ to me, and is one of the beft
Letter-writers I know; very good fenfe, civility and
friendthip, without any ftiffnefs or reftraint. The
Dunciad has taken wind here, but if it had not, you
are as much known here as in England, and the
Univerfity-lads will crowd to kifs the hem of your
garment. I am grieved to hear that my Lord Boling-
broke’sill health forced him to the Bath. Tell me, is
not Temperance a neceffary virtue for great men,
fince it is the parent of Eafe and Liberty ; fo neceffary

4 for
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for the ufe and improvement of the mind, and which
Philofophy allows to be the greateft felicities of life?
I believe, had health been given fo liberally to you, it -
would have been better hufbanded without fhame to
your parts.

LETTER XXXIL

\ Dawley, June 28, 1728.
YoV hold the pen for my Lord Bolingbroke, who
is reading your letter between two Haycocks; but
his attention is fomewhat diverted by cafting his eyes
on the clouds, not in admiration of what you fay,
but for fear of a fhower. He is pleafed with your
placing him in the Triumvirate between yourfelf and
me; though he fays that he doubts he fhall fare like
Lepidus, while one of us runs away with all the
power like Auguftus, and another with all the plea-
fures like Anthony. It is upon a forefight of this,
that he has fitted up his farm, and you will agree,
that his fcheme of retreat at leaft is not founded upon
weak appearances. . Upon his return from the Bath,
all peccant humours, he finds, are purged out of him;
and his great Temperance and Oeconomy are fo
fignal, that the firft is fit for my conftitution, and the
latter would enable you to lay up fo much money as
to buy a Bifthoprick in England.  As to the return of
- his
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his health and vigour, were you here, you might
enquire of his Haymakers ; but as to his temperance;
I can anfwer that (for one whole day) we have had
nothing for dinner but mutton-broth, beans and ba-
con, and a barn-door fowl.

Now his Lordfhip is run after his Cart, I have a
moment left to myfelf to tell you, that I overheard
him yefterday agree with a Painter for 200/, to paint
his country-hall with Trophies of rakes, fpades,
prongs, &c. and other ornaments, merely to coun-
tenance his calling this place a Farm——now turn over
a new leaf—

He bids me affure you, he fhould be forry not to
have more fchemes of kindnefs for his friends, than of
ambition for himfelf: there, though his fchemes may
be weak, the motives at leaft are ftrong ; and he fays
further, if you could bear as great a fall and decreafe
of your revenues, as he knows by experience he can,
you would not live in Ireland an hour.

The: Dunciad is going to be printed in all pomp,
with the infcription, which makes me proudeft. It
will be attended with Proeme, Prolegomena, Teftimonia
Scriptorum, Index Authorum, and Notes Variorum.
As to the latter, I defire you to read over the Text,
and make a few in any way you like beft?; whether:
dry raillery, upon the ftyle and way of commenting of

trivial
? Dr. Swift did fo. = w.
VOL. IX. 1
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trivial Critics; or humorous, upon the authors in the
poem ; or hiftorical, of perfons, places, times; or
explanatory ; or colletting the parallel paffages of the
Ancients. Adieu. I am pretty well, my Mother
not ill, Dr. Arbuthnot vexed with his fever by in.
tervals ; I am afraid he declines, and we fhall lofe a
worthy man: I am troubled about him very much.

I am, etc.

LETTER XXXIIL

FROM DR. SWIFT.
July 16, 1728.

HAVE often run over the Dunciid in an Irifh edition

(I fuppofe full of faults) which a gentleman fent
me. The notes I could with to be very large, in
what relates to the perfons concerned; for I have
Iong obferved that twenty miles from London nobody
underftands hints, initial letters, or town-faéts and
paflages ; and in a few years not even thofe who live
in London. I would have the names of thofe fcrib-
blers printed indexically at the beginning or end of
the Poem, with an account of their works, for the
reader to refer to. I would have all the Parodies (as
they are called) referred to the author they imitate—
When I began this long paper, I thought I fhould

have filled it with fetting down the feveral paffages I
had
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had marked in the edition T had; but I find it un-
neceffary, fo many of them falling under the fame
rule. After twenty times reading the whole, I never
in my opinion faw fo much good fatire, or more good
fenfe, in fo many lines. How it paflfes in Dublin I
know not yet; but I am fure it will be a great dif-
advantage to the Poem, that the perfons and fadts
will not be underftood, till an explanation comes out,
and a very full one. T imagine it is not to be pub.
Fithed till towards winter, when folks begin to gather
in town. Again I infift, you muft have your After-
ifks filled up with fome real names of real Dunces.

I am now reading your preceding letter, of June
48, and find that all T have adviled above is men-
tioned there. I would be glad to know whether the
quarto edition is to come out anonymouily, as pub-
lithed by the Commentator, with all his pomp of pre-
faces, etc. and among many complaints of fpurious
editions? I am thinking whether the Editor fhould
not follow the old ftyle of, This excellent author, etc.
and refine in many places wheré you meant no re-
finement; and into the bargain take all the load of
naming the dunces, their qualities, hiftories, and per-
formances ?

As to" yourfelf, I doubt you want a fpurrer-on to
exercife and to amufements; but to talk of decay at
your feafon of life is a jeft. But you are not fo
regular as I.  You are the moft temperate Man God-
ward, and the moft intemperate your felf-ward, of

12 - moft
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moft I have known. I fuppofe Mr. Gay will return
from the Bath with twenty pounds more fleth, and
two hundred lefs in money: Providence never defigned
him to be above two and twenty, by his thoughtlef-
nefs and Cullibility. - He hath as little fore-fight of
age, ficknefs, poverty, or lofs of admirers, asa girl at
fifteen. By the way, I muft obferve, that my Lord
Bolingbroke (from the effeéts of his kindnefs to me)
argues moft fophiftically: the fall from a million to a
hundred thoufand pounds is not fo great, as from
eight hundred pounds a year to one: befides, he isa
controller of Fortune, and Poverty dares not look a
great minifter in the face under his loweft declenfion.
I never knew him live fo great and expenfively as he
hath done fince his return from Exile; fuch mortals
have refources that others are not able to comprehend.
But God blefs You, whofe great genius has not fo
tranfported you as to leave you to the courtefy of
Mankind; for wealth is Liberty, and liberty is a
blefling fitteft for a Philofopher—and Gay is a Slave
juft by two thoufand pounds too littte—And Horace
was of my mind, and let my Lord contradi&t him, if
he dares.—
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LETTER XXXIV.

Bath, Now. 12, 1728,

HAVE paft fix weeks in queft of health and found

it not; but I found the folly of folicitude about
it in a hundred inftances; the contrariety of opinions
and practices, the inability of phyficians, the blind
obedience of fome patients, and as blind rebellion of
others. I believe at a certain time of life, men are
either fools, or phyficians for themfelves, and zealots,
or-divines for themfelves.

It was much in my hopes that you intended us a
winter’s vifit, but laft week I repented that with, hav-
ing been alarmed with a report of your lying ill on
the road from Ireland ; from which I am juft relieved
by an aflurance that you are ftill at Sir A—~—"s plant-
ing and building ; two things that I envy you for,
befides a third, which is the fociety of a valuable
lady. I conclude (thotfgh I know nothing of it) that
you quarrel with her, and abufe her every day, if the
is fo. I wonder I hear of no Lampoons upon her,
either made by yourfelf, or by others, becaufe you
efteem her. I think it a vaft pleafure that whenever
two people of merit regard one another, fo many
{coundrels envy and are angry at them; ’tis bearing
teftimony to a merit they cannot reach; and;if you

knew the infinite content I have received of late, at
3 the
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the finding yours and my name conftantly united in
any filly fcandal, I think you would go near to fing
I Triumphe! and celebrate my happinefs in verfe;
and, Ibelieve, if you won’t, I fhall. The infcription
to the Dunciad is now printed and inferted in the
Poem. Do you care I fhould fay any thing further
how much that poem is yours? fince certainly with-
out you it had never been. Would to God we were
together for the reft of our lives! The whole weight
of Scribblers would juft ferve to find us amufement,
and not more. I hope you are too well employed to
mind them; every ftick you plant, and every ftone
you lay is to fome purpofe ; but the bufinefs of fuch
Tives as theirs is but to die daily, to labour, and raife
nothing. I only with we could comfort each other
under our bodily infirmities, and let thofe who have
{o great a mind to have more Wit than we, win it and
wear it. Give us but eafe, health, peace, and fair
weather ! T think it is the beft with in the world, and
you know whofe it was. If I lived in Ireland, I fear
the wet climate would endanger more than my life ;
my humour, and health; T am fo Atmofpherical a
creature. -

I muft not omit acquainting you, that what you
heard of the words fpoken of you in the Drawing-room,
was not true.  The fayings of Princes are generally as
ill related as the fayings of Wits. To fuch reports
little of our regard fhould be given, and lefs of our
conduét influenced by them.
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LETTER XXXV.
FROM DR. SWIFT.

Dublin, Feb. 13, 1728,

LIVED very eafily in the country : Sir A. is a man

of fenfe, and a fcholar, has a good voice, and my
Lady a better ; fhe is perfeétly well bred, and defirous
to improve her underftanding, which is very good,
but cultivated too much like a fine Lady. She was
my pupil there, and feverely chid when fhe read
wrong ; with that, and walking, and making twenty
little amufing improvements, and writing family verfes
of mirth by way of libels on my Lady, my time paft
very well and in very great order; infinitely better
than here, where I fee no creature but my fervants
and my old Prefbyterian houfe-keeper, denying myfelf
to every body, till I fhall recover my ears.

The account of another Lord Lieutenant was only
in a common news-paper, when I was in the country;
and if it fhould have happened to be true, I would
have defired to have had accefs to him as the fituation I
am in requires. But this renews the grief for the death
of our friend Mr. Congreve *, whom I loved from

Ly

* He was certainly one of the moft polite, pleafing, and well-

bred men of all his contemporaries. And it might have been faid

of him, as of Cewly, * You would not, from his converfation,

have known him to be a Wit and a Poct, it was {o unaffuming
14 and
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my youth, and who furely, befides his other talents,
was a very agreeable companion. He had the mif-
fortune to fquander away a very good conftitution in
his younger days; and I think a man of fenfe and
merit like him, is bound in confcience to preferve his
health for the fake of his friends, as well as of him-
felf. Upon his own account I could not much de-
fire the continuance of his life under fo much pain,
and fo many infirmities. Years have not yet hard-
ened me; and I have an addition of weight upon my

{pirits

and courteous.”  Swift had always a great regard and affeétion for
him ; and introduced him, though a ftrenuous Whig, to the fa-
vour of Lord Oxford. Itis remarkable, that on its firft publica-
tion, Congreve thought the 7alk of a Tub grofs and infipid.
Swift, in a copy of Verfes to Dr. Delany, fpeaks thus of Con-
greve’s fortune and fituation :

Thus, Congreve {pent in writing Plays,
And one poor Office, half his days:
While Montague, who claim’d his ftation
'T'o be Mecznas of the Nation,
For Poets open tables kept,
But ne’er confider’d where they flept :
Himfelf, as rich as fifty Jews,
‘Was eafy tho’ they wanted fhoes ;
And crazy Congreve fcarce cou’d fpare
A Shilling to difcharge his Chair ;
Till Prudence taught him to appeal
From Pzan’s Fire to Party Zeal ;
Not owing to his happy vein
The fortunes of his latter fcene ;
Took proper principles to thrive ;
And fo might every Dunce alive.

This piure is unfair and over<charged ; for the honour of Go-

vernment, Congreve had feveral good places conferred on him,
and enjoyed an affluent income.
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fpirits fince we loft him ; though I faw him fo feldom,
and poffibly if he had lived on, fhould never have feen
him more. Ido not only with as you afk me, that I
was unacquainted with any deferving perfon, but
almoft that I never had a friend. IHere is an ingenious
good-humoured Phyfician, a fine gentleman, an ex-
cellent fcholar, eafy in his fortunes, kind to every
body, hath abundance of friends, entertains them
often and liberally, they pafs the evening with him at
cards, with plenty of good meat and wine, eight or a
dozen together; he loves them all, and they him.
He has twenty of thefe at command ; if one of them
dies, it is no more than, Poor Tom! he gets another,
or takes up with the reft, and is no more moved than
at the lofs of his cat : he offends nobody, is eafy with
Is not this the true happy man? I

every body
was defcribing him to my Lady A
him too, but fhe hates him mortally by my chara&er,
and will not drink his health : T would give half my
fortune for the fame temper, and yet I cannot fay I love
it, for I do not love my Lord —— whois much of the
Doétor’s nature. I hear Mr. Gay’s fecond Opera,
which you mention, is forbid; and then he will be
once more fit to be advifed, and rejett your advice.
Adieu.

, who knows
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LETTER XXXVL
DR. SWIFT TO LORD BOLINGBROKE.

Dublin, March 21, 1729.

ou tell me you have not quitted the defign of
colle&ting, writing, etc. This is the anfwer of
every finner who defers his repentance. I with Mr.
Pope was as great an urger as I, who long for nothing
more than to fee truth under your hands, laying all
detradtion in the duft I find myfelf difpofed every
year, or rather every month, to be more angry and
revengeful ; and my rage is fo ignoble, that it defcends
even to refent the folly and bafenefs of the enflaved
people among whom I live. Iknew an old Lord in
Leicefterfhire, who amufed himfelf with mending
pitchforks and fpades for his Tenants ‘gratis. Yet I
have higher ideas left, if I were nearer to objetts on

which I might employ them; and contemning my
private fortune, would gladly crofs the channel and
ftand by, while my betters were driving the Boars
out of the garden, if there be any probable expeta-
tion of fuch an endeavour. When I was of your
age I often thought of death, but now after a dozen
years more, it is never out of my mind, and terrifies
me lefs. I conclude that Providence hath ordered our
fears to decreafe with our fpirits ; and yet I love /a
bagatelle better than ever ; for finding it troublefome

to
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to read at night, and the company here growing tafte-
lefs, I am always writing bad profe, or worfe verfes
either of rage or raillery, whereof fome few efcape to
give offence or mirth, and the reft are burnt.

They print fome Irith trath in London, and charge
it on me, which you will clear me of to my friends,
for all are fpurious except one paper %, for which Mr.
Pope very lately chid me. I remember your Lord-
thip ufed to fay, that a few good fpeakers would in
time carry any point that was right ; apd that the
common method of a majority, by calling, To the .
queftion, would never hold long when reafon was on
the other fide. Whether politics do not change like
gaming by the invention of new tricks, I am igno-
rant ; but I believe in your time you would never, as
a Minifter, have fuffered an A& to pals through the
H. of C
jority in the H. of L——s to throw it out: becaufe

s, only becaufe you were fure of a ma-

it would be unpopular, and confequently a lofs of re-
putation.  Yet this we are told hath been the cafe in
the Qualification-Bill relating to Penfioners. It fhould
feem to me, that Corruption, like avarice, hath no
bounds. Ihad opportunities to know the proceed-
ings of your miniftry better than any other man of
my rank ; and having not much to do, I have often
compared it with thefe laft fixteen years of a profound
peace all over Europe, and we running feven millions

in

s Entitled A4 Libel-on Dr. Delany, and a certain great Lord, W.
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in debt. Tam forced to play a fmall game, to fet the
beafts here a madding, merely for want of better
game. Tentanda wia eff qua me quogque poffim, ete.——
The D—— take thofe politics, where a Dunce might
govern for a dozen years together. I will come in
perfon to England, if I am provoked, and fend for
the Ditator from the plough. Idifdain to fay, O
mibi preteritos—but cruda deo wiridifque fenectus.
Pray, my Lord, how are the Gardens? have you
taken down the mount, and removed the yew hedges?
Have you not bad weather for the fpring corn? Has
Mr. Pope gone farther in his Ethic Poems ? and is the
head-land fown with wheat ; and what fays Polybius ?
and how does my Lord St. John ? which laft queftion
is very material to me, becaufe 1 love Burgundy, and
riding between Twickenham and Dawley.——1I built
a wall five years ago, and when the mafons played
the knaves, nothing delighted me fo much as to ftand
by, while my fervants threw down what was amifs :
I have likewife {feen a Monkey overthrow all the dithes
and plates in a kitchen, merely for the pleafure of
feeing them tumble and hearing the clatter they
made in their fall. I wifh you would invite me to
fuch another entertainment; but you think, as I
ought to think, that it is time for me to have done with
the world, and fo I would if I could get into a better
before I was called into the beft, and not die here in a
rage, like a poifoned rat ina hole. I wonder you are

not
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not afhamed to let me pine away in this kingdom while
you are out of power.

I come from looking over the Melange above-
written, and declare it to be a true copy of my prefent
difpofition, which muft needs pleafe you, fince no.
thing was ever more difpleafing to myfelf. 1 defire
you to prefent my moft humble refpects to my Lady,

LETTER XXXVIL

DR. SWIFT TO LORD BOLINGBROKE.

Dublin, April 5, 1729.
I Do not think it would be poflible for me to hear
better news than that of your getting over your
{curvy fuit, which always hung as a dead weight on
my heart: I hated it in all its circumftances, as it
affected your fortune and quiet, and in a fituation of
life that muft make it every way vexatious. And as
Tam infinitely obliged to you for the juftice you do
me in fuppofing your affairs do at leaft concern me as
much as my own ; fo I would never have pardoned
your omitting it. But before I go on, I cannot for-
bear mentioning what I read laft fummer in a news-
paper, that you were writing the hiftory of your
own times. I fuppofe fuch a report might arife
from what was not fecret among your friends, of

your intention to write another kind of hiftory ; which
you
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you often promifed Mr. Pope and me to do: I'know
he defires it very much, and Tam fure I defire nothing
more, for the honour and love I bear you, and the
perfe& knowledge I have of your public virtue. My
Lord, I have no other notion of Oeconomy than that
it is the parent of Liberty and Eafe, and I am not the
only friend you have who hath chid you in his heart
for the neglec of it, though not with his mouth, asI
have done. For there is a filly error in the world,
even among friends otherwife very good, not to in-
termeddle with men’s affairs in fuch nice matters.
And, my Lord, I have made a maxim *, that fhould
be writ in letters of diamonds, That a wife man ought
to have Money in his head, but not in his heart.
Pray, my Lord, enquire whether your Prototype,
my Lord Digby, after the Reftoration, when he was
at Briftol, did not take fome care of his fortume;
notwithftanding that quotation I once fent you out of
his fpeech to the H. of Commons? In my confcience,
1 believe Fortune, like other drabbs, values a man
gradually lefs for every year he lives. I have de-
montftration for it ; becaufe if I play at piquet for fix-
pence with a2 man or woman two yeats younger than
myfelf, I always lofe; and there is a young girl of
twenty, who never fails of winning my money at
Backgammon, though fhe is a bungler, and the game

‘ be

* I am afraid that he had moriey as much'in his feart as his’
bead.  As he advanced in years he grew thamefully parfimonious.
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be Ecclefiaftic. As to the public, I confefs nothing
could cure my itch of meddling with it, but thefe fre.
quent returns of deafnefs, which have hindered me
from pafling laft winter in London ; yet I cannot but
confider the perfidioufnefs of fome people, who
thought when I was laft there, upon a change that
happened, were the moft impudent in forgetting their
profeflions that I have ever known. Pray will you
pleafe to take your pen, and blot me out that politi
cal maxim from whatever book it is in, that Res nolunt
diu male adminiftrari; the commonnefs makes me not
know who is the author, but fure he muft be fome
Modern.

I am forry for Lady Bolingbroke’s ill health ; but I
proteft I never knew a very deferving perfon of that fex,
who had not too much reafon to complain of ill health.
I never wake without finding life 2 more infignificant
thing than it was the day before ; which is one great
advantage I get by living in this country, where there
is nothing I fhall be forry to lofe. But my greateft
mifery is recolleting the fcene of twenty years paft,
and then all on a fudden dropping into the prefent.
I remember, when I was a little boy, I felt a great fifh
at the end of my line, which I drew up almoft on
the ground, but it dropt in, and the difappointment
vexes me to this very day ; and I believe, it was the
type of all my future difappointments. I fhould be
afhamed to fay this to you, if you had not a fpirit

fitter to bear your own misfortunes, than I have to
7 think
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think of them: Is there patience left to reflect, by
what qualities wealth and greatnefs are got, and by
what qualities they are'loft ? T have read my friend
Congreve’s verfes to Lord Cobham, which end with
a vile and falfe moral, and I remember is not in
Horace to Tibullus, which he imitates, ¢ that all
¢ times are equally virtuous and vicious,” wherein
he differs from all Poets, Philofophers, and Chriftians
that ever writ. It is more probable that there may
be an equal quantity of virtues always in the world,
but fometimes there may be a peck of it in Afia, and
hardly a thimble-full in Europe. But if there be no
virtue, there is abundance of fincerity ; for I will
venture all I am worth, that there is not one human
creature in power, who will not be modeft enough
to confefs that he proceeds wholly upon a principle of
Corruption. I fay this becaufe I have a fcheme, in
fpite of your notions, to govern England upon the
principles of Virtue, and when the nation is ripe for
it, I defire you will fend for me. I have learned this
by living like a Hermit, by which I am got back-
wards about nineteen hundred years in the Era of
the world, and begin to wonder at the wickednefs of
men. I dine alone upon half a difh of meat, mix
water with my wine, walking ten miles a day, and
read Baronius. Hic explicit Epiftola ad Dom. Boling-
broke, et incipit ad amicum Pope.

Having finifhed my Letter to Ariftippus, I now be-
gin to you. I was in great pain about Mrs. Pope,
having
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having heard from others that the was in a very dan.
gerous way, which made me think it unfeafonable to
trouble you. I am afhamed to tell you, that when I
was very young I had more defire to be famous than
ever fince; and fame, like all things elfe in this life,
grows with me every day moreatrifle. But you who
are fo much younger, although you want that health
you deferve, yet your fpirits are as vigorous as if your
body were founder. I hate a crowd, where I have
not an eafy place to feeand be feen. A great Library
always makes me melancholy *, where the beft Au-
thor is as much fqueezed, and as obfcure, as a Porter
at a Coronation. In my own little Library, I value
the compilements of Gravius and Gronovius, which
make thirty-one volumes in folio, (and were given me
by my Lord Bolingbroke,) more than all my books
befides ; becaufe whoever comes into my clofet, cafts
his eyes immediately upon them, and will not vouch-
fafe to look upon Plato or Xenophon. Ttell you it is
almoft incredible how opinions change by the decline
or decay of Spirits, and I will further tell you, that all
my endeavours from a boy to diftinguith myfelf, were
only for want of a great Title and Fortune, that I
might be ufed like a Lord by thofe who have an
opinion of my parts ; whether right or wrong, it is

no

* In Montefguiew’s Perfian Letters, there is an admirable one
upon this fubje&.
VOQL. 1X, K
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LETTER XXXVIIL
FROM DR. SWIFT.

Auguft 11, 1729.
aMm very fenfible that in a former letter I talked
very weakly of my own affairs, and of my imper-

fe€t withes and defires, which however I find with
fome comfort do now daily decline, very fuitable to
my ftate of health for fome months paft. For my
head is never perfeétly free from giddinefs, and ef-
pecially towards night. Yet my diforder is very mo-
derate, and I have been without a fit of deafnefs this
half year; fo I am like a horfe, which, though off
bis mettle, can trot on tolerably; and this compari-
fon puts me in mind to add, that I am returned to be
a rider, wherein I with you would imitate me. As
to this country *, there have been three terrible
years dearth of corn, and every place ftrewed with
beggars ; but dearths are common in better climates,
and our evils here lie much deeper. Imagine a nation
the two thirds of whofe revenues are fpent out of it,
and who are not permitted to trade with the other
third, and where the pride of women will not fuffer
them

* There are many acute and new obfervations on the flate
of Ireland, in Berbley’s Querifi; by which he appears to be
as great a Patrigt and Politiciany as in his other works he is 2

Plilofopher and Divine.
X 2
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them to wear their own manufatures even where
they excel what come from abroad : this is the true
ftate of Ireland in a very few words. Thefe evils
operate more every day, and the kingdom is abfo-
lutely undone, as I have been telling often in print
thefe ten years paft.

‘What I have faid requires forgivenefs, but I had a
mind for once to let you know the ftate of our affairs,
and wmy reafon for being more moved than perhaps
becomes a Clergyman, and a piece of a Philofopher :
and perhaps the increafe of years and diforders may
hope for fome allowance to complaints, efpecially
when I may call myfelf a {tranger in a ftrange land.
As to poor Mrs. Pope, (if the be ftill alive,) I heartily
pity you and pity her: her great piety and virtue
will infallibly make her happy in a better life, and her
great age hath made her fully ripe for heaven and the
grave, and her beft friends will moft wifh her eafed
of her labours, when fhe hath fo many good works
to follow them. The lofs you will feel by the want
of her care and kindnefs, I know very well ; but fhe
has amply done her part, as you have yours. One
reafon why I would have you in Ireland when you
fhall be at your own difpofal, is that you may be
mater of two or three years revenues, provife frugis
in annos copia, fo as not to be pinched in the leaft
when years increafe, and perhaps your health im-
pairs : and when this kingdom is utterly at an end,
you may fupport me for the few years I fhall happen

to
b
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to live ; and who knows but you may pay me exor-
bitant intereft for the fpoonful of wine, and feraps of
a chicken it will coft me to feed you? I am confident
you have too much reafon to complain of ingrati-
tude ; for I never yet knew any perfon, one tenth
part fo heartily difpofed as you are, to do good offices
to others, without the leaft private view.
Woas it a Gafconade to pleafe me, that you faid
your fortune was increafed 100/ a year fince I left
you? you thould have told me how. Thofe fubfidia
Jfenectuti are extremely defirable, if they could be gor
with juftice, and without avarice; of which vice
though I cannot charge myfelf yet, nor feel any ap-
proaches towards it, yet no ufurer more wifhes to be
richer (or rather to be furer of his rents). But I am
not half fo moderate as you, for I declare I cannot live
cafily under double to what you are fatisfied with.
I hope Mr. Gay will keep his 3000/* and live on
the intereft without decreafing the principal one
penny ;
* He gained, we fee, a confiderable fum by his writings.
Enough has been faid of Milton’s felling his Paradife Loft for ten
pounds. Tonfon gave Dryden only two hundred and fifty guineas
for ten thoufand verfes to make up the volume of his Fables. It
may be of ufe to inform young adventurers, that Thomfon fold
his Winter to Millan for only three guineas. He gained but little
more for his Summer. The year after, when he rofe in re-
putation, 1728, Andrew Millar gave him fifty guineas for his
Summer. This was his firft connexion with Thomfon, whom he

cver afterwards honoured and affifted if called upon. Dr.

Young received of Dodfley two hundred guineas for the three firflk
K3 Night
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than the Quarto, with fome additions to the Notes
and Epigrams caft in, which I wifh had been‘increafed
by your acquaintance in Ireland. I rejoice in hear-
ing that Drapiers-Hill is to emulate Parnaffus ; I fear
the country about it is as much impoverithed. 1 truly
thare in all that troubles you, and with you removed
from a fcene of diftrefs, which I know works your
compaflionate temper too ftrongly. But if we are
not to fee you here, I believe I fhall once in my life
fee you there. You think more for me and about
me than any friend I have, and you think better for
me. Perhaps you'll not be contented, though I am,
that the additional 100/ a year is only for my life.
My mother is yet living, and I thank God for it:
fhe will never be troublefome to me, if fhe be not fo
to herfelf : but a melancholy objet it is, to obferve
the gradual decays both of body and mind, in a perfon
to whom one is tied by the links of both. I can’t
tell whether her death itfelf would be fo affliting.
You are too careful of my wordly affairs 5 I am
rich enough, and I can afford to give away a 100/ a
year. Don’t be angry; I will not live to be very
old ; I have Revelations to the contrary. I would
not craw] upon the earth without doing a little good
when T have a mind to do it: I will enjoy the plea-
fure of what I give, by giving it alive, and feeing an-
other enjoy it. When I die, I fhould be athamed to
leave enough to build me a monument, if there were
a wanting friend above ground.
K 4 Mr.



136 LETTERS TO AND

Mr. Gay affures me his 3000l is kept entire and
facred ; he feems to languith ‘after a line from you,
and complains tenderly. Lord Bolingbroke has told
me ten times over he was going to write to you.
Has he, or not? The Dr. is unalterable, both in
friendfhip and Quadrille : his wife has been very near
death laft week : his two brothers buried their wives
within thefe fix weeks. Gay is fixty miles off, and
has been fo all this fummer, with the Duke and
Duchefs of Queenfbury. He is the fame man: fo is
every one here that you know : mankind is unamend-
able. Optimus ille Qui minimis urgetur—Poor Mrs. * is
like the reft, the cries at the thorn in her foot, but will
fuffer nobody to pull it out. The Court-Lady I
have a good opinion of, yet I have treated her more
negligently than you would do, becaufe you like to
{ee the infide of a Court, which I do not. I have
feen her but twice. You have a defperate hand at
dafhing out a charatter by great ftrokes, and at the
fame time a delicate one at fine touches. God
forbid you fhould draw mine, if I were conicious of
any guilt: but if I were conicious only of folly,
God fend it! for as nobody can detet a great fault
fo well as you, nobody would fo well hide a {mall
one. But after all, that Lady means to do good,
and does no harm, which is a vaft deal for a Cour-
tier. I can aflure you that Lord Peterborow always
fpeaks kindly of you, and certainly has as great
a mind to be your friend as any one. I muft

throw
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throw away my pen ; it cannot, it will never tell you,
what I inwardly am to you. Qued nequeo monfirare,
et fentio tantum.

LETTER XL
LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR. SWIFT.

Bruffels, Sept. 27, 1729.

HAVE brought your French acqaintance thus far
on her way into her own country, and confider-
ably better in health than the was when fhe went to
Aix. I begin to entertain hopes that the will recover
fuch a degree of health as may render old age fupport-
able. Both of us have clofed the tenth Luftre, and
it is high time to determine how we fhall play the laft
a& of the Farce. Might not my life* be intitled
much more properly a What-d’ye-call-it than a Farce?
fome Comedy, a great deal of Tragedy, and the
whole

* Bolingbroke is reported in a Letter written to Pouilly to
have faid, ¢ You, and I, and Pope, are the only three men living
fit to reign.”” Voltaire, in the xiith volume of his Letters, denies
this anecdote ; and adds, ¢ J’aime mieux ce que difait a fes com-
pagnons la plus fameufe Catin de Londres: Mes feeurs, Boling-
broke eft declaré aujourdhui Secretaire d’Etat; fept mille guinées
de rente, mes feeurs; et tout pour nous!” It appears, by Poltaire’s
Letters, vol. i. p. 13, that in the year 1722, he was at La Source
near Orleans, with Lord Bolingbroke; to whom he communicated
the firft fketches of the Henriade, and received from him the higheft
commendations.
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whole interfperfed with fcenes of Harlequin, Scaris
mouch, and Dr." Baloardo, the prototype of your
Hero. I ufed to think fometimes formerly of old
age and of death: enough to prepare my mind; not
enough to anticipate forrow, to dath the joys of youth,
and to be all my life a-dying. I find the benefit of
this practice now, and find it more as I proceed
on my journey: little regret when I look backwards,
* little apprebenfion when I look forward.  You com-
plain grievoufly of your fituation in Treland : 1
would complain of mine too in England, but I will
not, nay I ought not; for I find by long experience
that I can be unfortunate without being unhappy. I
do not approve your joining together the figure of liv-
ing, and the pleafure of giving, though your old prat-
ing friend Montagne* does fomething like it in one of
his Rhapfodies. To tell you my reafons would be to
write an eflay, and I fhall hardly have time to write a
Letter ; but if you will come over, and live with
Pope and me, I’ll fhew you in an inftant why thofe
two things thould not aller de pair, and that forced
retrenchments on both may be made, without making
us event uncafy. You know that [ am too expenfive,
and all mankind knows that I have been cruelly plun-
dered; and yet I feel in my mind the power of de-
feending without anxiety two or three ftages more.
In fhort (Mr. Dean) if you will come to a certain

farm

* Yet there are few writers that give us fuch an infight into
human nature, as this old Prater.
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farm in Middlefex, you fhall find that I can live fru.
gally without growling at the world, or being peevith
with thofe whom fortune has appointed to eat my
bread, inftead of appointing me to eat theirs: and
yet I have naturally as little difpofition to frugality as
any man alive. You fay, you are no philofopher,
and I think you are in the right to diflike a word
which is fo often abufed ; but I am fure you like to
follow reafon, not cuftom (which is fometimes the
reafon and oftener the caprice of others, of the mob
of the world). Now to be fure of doing this, you
muft wear your philofophical fpectacles as conftantly
as the Spaniards ufed to wear theirs. You muft
make them part of your drefs, and fooner part with
your broad-brimmed beaver, your gown, your fearf,
or even that emblematical veftment your furplice.
Through this medium you will fee few things to be
vexed at, few perfons to be angry at: and yet there
will frequently be things which we ought to with
altered, and perfons whom we ought to with hanged.
In your letter to Pope, you agree that a regard for
fame becomes a man more towards his Exit, than at
his Entrance into life; and yet you confefs, that the
longer you live, the more you grow indifferent about
it.  Your fentiment is true and natural ; your reafon-
ing, I am afraid, is not fo upon this occafion. Pru-
dence will make us defire Fame, becaufe it gives us
many real and great advantages in all the affairs of
life. Fame is the wife man’s means ; his ends are his
own
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own good, and the good of fociety. ~ You Poets and
Orators have inverted this order; you propofe Fame
as the end ; and good, or at leaft great attions, as
the means. You go further: you teach our felf-love
to anticipate the ‘applaufe which we fuppofe will be
paid by poftertity to our names ; and with idle notions
of immortality you turn other heads befides your.own;
I am afraid this may have done fome harm in the
world. ‘

Fame is an objet which men purfue fuccefsfully
by various and even contrary courfes. Your doc-
trine leads them to look on this end as eflential, and
on the means as indifferent; fo that Fabricius and
Craffus, Cato and Cezfar preffed forward to the
fame goal. After all perhaps it may appear, from a
confideration of the depravity of mankind, that you
could do no better, nor keep up virtue in the world
without calling this paffion or this direction of felf-
love, into your aid: Zacitus has crowded this excufe
for you, according to his manner, into a maxim,
Contemptu fame, contemni <virtutes. But now whe-
ther we confider Fame as an ufeful inftrument in all
the occurrences of private and public life, or whe.
ther we confider it as the caufe of that pleafure which .
our felf-love is fo fond of; methinks our entrance -
into life, or (to fpeak more properly) our youth, not
our old age, is the feafon when we ought to defire it
moft, and therefore when it is moft becoming to de-
fire it with ardor. If it is ufeful, it is to be defired

moft
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moft when we have, or may hope to have, 4 long
fcene of adtion open before us : towards our exit, this
fcene of altion is or thould be clofed ; and then, me-
thinks, it is unbecoming to grow fonder of a thing
which we have no longer occafion for. If it is pleaf-
ant, the fooner we are in pofleflion of fame the longer
we fhall enjoy this pleafure. When it is acquired
early in life, it may tickle us on till old age; but
when it is acquired late, the fenfation of pleafure will
be more faint, and mingled with the regret of our
not having tafted it fooner.

From my Farm, O. s.

I am here; I have feen Pope, and one of my firft
inquiries was after you. He tells me a thing T am
forry to hear: you are building, it feems, on a piece
of land you have acquired for that purpofe, in fome
county of Ireland. ThoughI have built in a part of
the world, which I prefer very little to that where you
have been thrown and confined by our ill fortune and
yours, yetI am forry youdo the fame thing. I have
repented a thoufund times of my refolution, and I
hope you will repent of yours before it is executed.
Adieu, my old and worthy friend ; may the phyfical
evils of life fall as eafily upon you, as ever they did
on any man who lived to be old ; and may the moral
evils which furround us, make as little impreflion on

you, as they ought to make on one who has fuch
fuperior
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fuperior fenfe to eftimate things by, and fo much
virtue to wrap himfelf up in.

My wife defires not to be forgotten by you; fhe’s
faithfully your fervant, and zealoufly your admirer.
She will be concerned and difappointed not to find
you in this ifland at her return, which hope both fhe
and I had been made to entertain before I went
abroad.

LETTER XLIL
DR. SWIFT TO LORD BOLINGBROKE.

Dublin, O&ober 31, 1729.

RECEIVED your Lordfhip’s travelling letter of
feveral dates, at feveral ftages, and from different
nations, languages, and religions. Neither could any
thing be more obliging than your kind remembrance
of me in fo many places. As to your ten Luftres, I
remember, when I complained in a letter to Prior,
that T was fifty years old, he was half angry in jeft,
and anfwered me out of Terence, iffa commemoratio ¢ft
quafi exprobratio. How then ought I to rattle you,
when I have a dozen years more to anfwer for, all
monaftically paffed in this Country of liberty and
delight, and money, and good company! I go on
anfwering your letter : it is you were my Hero, but
4 the
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the other’ never was; yet if he were, it was your
own fault, who taught me to love him, and of.
ten vindicated him*, in the beginning of your
miniftry, from my accufations. But I granted
he had the greateft inequalities of any man alive,
and his whole fcene was fifty times more a What-
d’ye-call-it than yours: for, I declare yours was
unie, and I with you would fo order it, that the
world may be as wife as I upon that article : Mr.
Pope withes it too, and I believe there is not a more
honeft man in England, even without wit. But you
regard us not, I was forty-feven * years old when
I began to think of death, and the reflections upon it
now begin when I wake in the morning, and end
when I am going to fleep.—I writ to Mr. Pope, and
not to you. My birth, although from a family not
undiftinguithed in its name, is many degrees inferior
to yours ; all my pretenfions from perfon and parts
infinitely fo ; I a younger fon of younger fons; you
born to a great fortune: yet I fee you, with all your
advantages, funk to a degree that you could never
have been without them : but yet I fee you as much
efteemed, as much beloved, as much dreaded, and
perhaps more (though it be almoft impofiible) than

ever

f Lord Oxford. w.

* This is a remarkable fentence; as it conveys a depreciating
idea of Lord Oxford, whom we had imagined Swif preferred to
Bolingbroke.

¢ The year of Queen Anne’s death. w.
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ever you were in your higheft exaltation—only I
grieve like an Alderman that you are not fo rich.
And yet, my Lord, I pretend to value money as little
as you, and I will call five hundred witneffes (if you
will take Irith witnefles) to prove it. I renounce
your whole philofophy, becaufe it is not your practice.
By the figure of living, (if I ufed that expreflion to
Mr. Pope,) I do not mean the parade, but a fuitable-
nefs to your mind : and as for the pleafure of giving,
I know your foul fuffers when you are debarred of it.
Could you, when your own generofity and contempt
of outward things, (be not offended, it is no Eccle-
fiaftical, but an Epictetian phrafe,) could you, when
thefe have brought you to it, come over and live with
Mr. Pope and me at the Deanry ? I could almoft with
the experiment was tried No, God forbid, that
ever fuch a fcoundrel as Want fhould dare to ap-
proach you. But, in the mean time, do not brag;
Retrenchments are not your talent. But as old Wey-
mouth faid to me in his Lordly Latin, Philsfopha
werba, ignava opera: 1 with you could learn Arith-
metic, that three and two make five, and will never
make more. My philofophical fpe&acles which you
advife me to, will tell me that I can live on 50/ a
year, (wine excluded, which my bad health forces me
to,) but I cannot endure that Otium thould be fine
dignitate.—My Lord, what I would have faid of Fame
is meant of fame which a man enjoys in his life; be-
caufe I cannot be a great Lord, I would acquire what

is
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isa kind of fubfidium, 1 would endeavour that my
betters fhould feek me by the merit of fomething
diftinguifhable, inftead of my feeking them. The
defire of enjoying it in after-times is owing to the fpirit
and folly of youth : but with age we learn to know
the houfe is fo full, that there is no room for above
one or two at moft in an age, through the whole
world. My Lord, I hate and love to write to
you, it gives me pleafure, and kills me with melan-
choly. The D take ftupidity, that it will not
come to fupply the want of philofophy.

LETTER XLIL

FROM DR. SWIFT.

O&ober 31, 1729.
YOU were fo careful of fending me the Dunciad,
that I have received five of them, and have
pleafed four friends. Iam one of every body who
approve every part of it, Text and Comment ; but
am one abftratted from every body, in the happinefs
of being recorded your friend, while wit, and hu-
mour, and politenefs fhall have any memorial among
us. As for your oftavo edition, we know nothing
of it, for we have an o&tavo of our own, which hath
fold wonderfully, confidering our poverty, and dul-
nefs the confequence of it
VOL. IX, L I writ
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I writ this poft to Lord B. and tell him in rny fetter,
that, with a great deal of lofs for a frolick, I will fly
as foon as build; I have neither years, nor fpirits,
nor money, nor patience for fuch amufements. The
frohck is gone off, and I am only 1ocl the poorer.
But this kingdom is grown fo exceffively poor, that
we wife men muft think of nothing but getting a little
ready money. It is thought * there are not two hun-
dred thoufand pounds in fpecie in the whole ifland ;
for we return thrice as much to our Abfentees, as we
get by trade, and fo are all inevitably undone ; which
I have been telling them in print thefe ten years, to
as little purpofe as if it came from the pulpit. And
this is enough for Irifh politics, which I only men-
tion, becaufe it fo nearly touches myfelf. I muft re-
peat what, I believe, I have faid before, that I piry
you much more than Mrs. Pope. Such a parent and
friend hourly declining before your eyes is an obje&t
very unfit for your health, and duty, and tender dif-
pofition ; and I pray God it may not affe you too
much. I am as much fatisfied that your additional
100/. per annum is for your life as if it were for ever.
You have enough to leave your friends, I would not
have them glad to be rid of you; and I fhall take |
care that none but my enemies will be glad to get
ridof me. You have embroiled me with Lord B

about

* This isa very melancholy picture of the ftate of Treland, and it
muft be hoped does not refemble that kingdom in its prefent flate.
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about the figure of living, and the pleafure of giving.
I am under the neceflity of fome little paltry figure
in the ftation T am : but I make it as little as poffible,
As to the other part, you are bafe, becaufe I thought
mylelf as great a giver as ever was, of my ability;
and yet in proportion you exceed, and have kept it
till now a fecret even from me, when I wondered how
you were able to live with your whole little revenue.
Adieu.

LETTER XLIIL
LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR. SWIFT.

November 19, 1729.

FIND that you have laid afide your projett of
building in Ireland, and that we fhall fee you in
this ifland cum zephyris, et birundine prima. 1 know
not whether the love of fame increafes as we advance
in age; fure I am that the force of friendfhip does.
I loved you almoft twenty years ago, I thought of
you as well as I do now, better was Beyond the
power of conception, or, to avoid an equivoque,
beyond the extent of my ideas. ~Whether you
are more obliged to me for loving you as well
when I knew you lefs, or for loving you as well
after loving you fo many years, I fhall not deter-
mine. What I would fay is this: whilt my mind
ELN2 grows
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grows daily more independent of the world, and feels
lefs need of leaning on external objeéts, the ideas of
friendfhip return oftener, they bufy me, they warm me
more : is it that we grow more tender as the moment
of our great feparation approaches? or is it that
they who are to live together in another ftate, (for
wera amicitia non nifi inter bones, ) begin to feel more
firongly that divine fympathy which is to be the great
band of their future fociety ? There is no one thought
which foothes my mind like this: I encourage my
imagination to purfue it, and am heartily afflicted
when another faculty * of the intellet comes boifter-
oufly in, and wakes me from fo pleafing a dream, if
it be a dream. I will dwell no more on Oecono-
mics than I have done in my former letter. Thus
much only Ifay, that otium cum dignitate is to be had
with gool. a yearas well as with 5000 : the difference
will be found in the value of the man, and not in that
of the eftate. I do affure you, that I have never

quitted

¢ Viz. Reafon. Tully (to whom the letter-writer feems to al-
lude) obferves fomething like this on the like occafion, where,
fpeaking of Plato’s famous book of the Soul, he fays, Nefeio
quomodo, dum lego, adfentior : eum pofui librum, et mecum ipfe de im-
mortalitate animorum capi cogitare, adfentio illa omnis elabitur.  Cicero
feems to have had but a confufed notion of the caufe of the flip
pery nature of this affent, which the Letter-writer has here ex-
plained, namely, that the imagination is always rcady to indulge
{o flattering an idea, but feverer reafon corre@s and difclaims it.
Asto Rericion, that is out of the queftion ; for Tully wrote to
his few philofophic friends ; though, as has been the fate of his
Lordthip’s /it Philofophy, (where this whole matter is explained
at large,) it came at laft into the hands of the Public. w.
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quitted the defign of colle&ting, revifing, improving,
and extending feveral materials which are ftill in my
power; and I hope that the time of fetting myfelf
about this laft work of my life is not far off. Many
papers of much curiofity and importance are loft,
and fome of them in a manner which would furprize
and anger you. However I fhall be able to convey fe-
veral great truths to pofterity, fo clearly and fo authen-
tically, that the Burnets and the Oldmixons of an-
other age may rail, but not be able to deceive. Adieu,
my friend. I have taken up more of this paper than
belongs to me, fince Pope is to write to you; no
matter, for, upon recollettion, the rules of propor-
tion are not broken; he will fay as much to you in
one page, as I have faid in three. Bid him talk to
you of the work he is about, I hope in good earneft ;
it is a fine one ; and will be, in his hands, an original *.
His fole complaint is, that he finds it too eafy in the
execution. This flatters his lazinefs, it flatters my
judgment, who always thought that (univerfal as his
talentsare) thisis eminently and peculiarly his, above
all the writers Iknow living or dead; I do not except

Horace.
Adieu.

v Effay on Man. w.
On which, therefore, it appears, he was employed in 1729.

2R3
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LETTER XLIV.

November 28, 1729.

s letter (like all mine) will be a Rhapfody ; it
is maﬁy years ago fince I wrote as a Wit™".
How many occurrences or informations muft ene
omit, if one determined to fay nothing that one could
not fay prettily! I lately received from the widow of
one dead correfpondent, and the father of another,
feveral of my own letters of about fifteen and twenty
years old ; and it was not unentertaining to myfelf to
obferve, how and by what degrees I ceafed to be a
witty writer ; as either my experience grew on the one.
hand, or my affeftion to my correfpondents on the
other. Now as I love you better than moft I have ever
met with in the world, and efteem you too the more,
the longer I have compared you with the reft of the
world ; fo inevitably I write to you more negligently,
that is, more openly, and what all but fuch as love
one another will call writing worfe. I fmile to think
how Curl would be bit, were our Epiftles to fall into
his hands, and how glorioufly they would fall thort of
every ingenious reader’s expectations !

You can’t imagine what a vanity it is to me, to have
fomething to rebuke you for in the way of Oeconomy.
I loye the man that builds a houfe fubito ingenis, and

makes

¥ He ufed to value himfelf on this particular. W,



FROM DBR. SWIFT, etc. 151

makes a wall for a horfe : then cries, “ We wife men
‘¢ muft think of nothing but getting ready money.”
Tam glad you approve my annuity : all we have in this
world is no more than an annuity, asto our own en-
joyment : but I will increafe your';i'egard for my wif-
dom, and tell you, that this annuity includes alfo the
life of another*, whofe concern ought to be as near
to me as my own, and with whom my whole pro-
Ipects ought to finifh. 1 throw my javelin of hope no
farther. Cur brevi Jortes jaculamur &vo—etc.

The fecond (as it is called, but indeed the eighth)
edition of the Dunciad, with fome additional notes
and epigrams, fhall be fent you, if I know any op-
portunity ; if they reprint it with you, let them by all
means follow that oftavo edition.—The Drapier’s
letters are again printed here, very laudibly as to
paper, print, etc. for you know I difapprove Irith
politics, (as my Commentator tells you,) being a
ftrong and jealous fubjet of England. The Lady
you mention, you ought not to complain of for not
acknowledging your prefent; fhe having lately re-
ceived a much richer prefent from Mr. Knight of the
South Sea; and you are fenfible fhe cannot ever
return it to one in the condition of an out-law. It’s
certain, as he can never expe& any favour?, his

motive
* His Mother’s. w.

¥ He was miftaken in this. Knight was pardoned, and came
home in the year 1742. w.

L 4
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motive muft be wholly difinterefted. Will not this
reflection make you bluth? Your continual deplorings
of Ireland make me with you were here long enough
to forget thofe fcenes that fo afflict you: I am only
in fear if you were, you would grow fuch a patriot
here too, as not to be quite at eafe, for your love of
old England.—It is very poffible, your journey, in
the time I compute, might exa@ly tally with my
intended one to you; and if you muft foon again
go back, you would not be un-attended. For the
poor woman decays perceptibly every week; and
the winter may t0o probably put an end to a
very long, and a very irreproachable life. My
conftant attendance on her does indeed affe&t my
mind very much, and leffen extremely my defires of
long life ; fince I fee the beft that can come of it is a
miferable benediftion. 1 look upon myfelf to be
many years older in two years fince you faw me:
The natural imbecillity of my body, joined now
to this acquired old age of the mind, makes me at
leaft as old as you, and we are the fitter to crawl
down the hill together: I only defire I may be able
to keep pace with you. My firft friendfhip at fixteen,
was contrafted with a man of feventy, and I found
him not grave enough or confiftent enough for me,
though we lived well to his death. I fpeak of old
Mr. Wycherly; fome letters of whom (by the bye)
and of mine the Bookfellers have got and printed,
not without the concurrence of a noble friend of

mine
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mine and yours® I don’t much approve of it;
though there is nothing in it for me to be athamed of,
becaufe -I will not be athamed of any thing I do not
do myfelf, or of any thing that is not immoral but
merely dull (as for inftance, if they printed tlis
letter I am now writing, which they eafily may, if
the underlings at the Poft-office pleafe to take a copy
of it). I admire, on this confideration, your fending
your laft to me quite open, without a feal, wafer, or
any clofure whatever, manifefting the utter opennefs
of the writer. I would, do the fame by this, but fear
it would look like affettation to fend two letters fo
I will fully reprefent to our friend (and,

together.
T doubt not, it will touch his heart) what you fo feel-
ingly fet forth as to the badnefs of your Burgundy,
etc. He s an extreme honeft man, and indeed ought
to be fo, confidering how very indifcreet and un-
referved he is: but I do not approve this part of his
chara&er, and will never join with him in any of his
idlenefles in the way of wit. You know my maxim
to keep as clear of all offence, as I am clear of all
intereft in either party. "I was once difpleafed before
at you, for complaining to Mr. * of my not having a
penfion, and am fo again at your naming it to a cer-
tain Lord. I have given proof in the courfe of my
whole Life, (from the time when I was in the friend-

fhip

# See the occafion in the fecond and third Paragraphs of the
Preface to the firft Volume of Letters. W,
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thip of Lord Bolingbroke and Mr. Craggs, even to
this when I am civilly treated by Sir R. Walpole,)
that I never thought myfelf fo warm in any party’s
caufe as to deferve their money ; and therefore would
never have accepted it: but give me leave to tell
you, that of all mankind the two perfons I would
leaft have accepted any favour from, are thofe very
two, to whom you have unluckily fpoken of it. I
defire you to take off any impreflions which that dia-
logue may have left on his Lordfhip’s mind, asif I
ever had any thought of being beholden to him, or
any other, in that way. ~And yet, you know, I am
no enemy to the prefent Conftitution; I believe, as
_ fincere a well-wither to it, nay, even to the church
eftablithed, as any Minifter in or out of employment
whatever ; or any Bithop of England or Ireland. Yet
am I of the Religion of Erafmus, a Catholic; fo [
live, fo I fhall die; and hope one day to meet you,
Bithop Atterbury, the younger Craggs, Dr. Garth,
Dean Berkley, and Mr. Hutchenfon, in that place.
To which God of his infinite mercy bring us, and
every body!

Lord B.’s anfwer to your letter I have juft received,
and join it to this pacquet. The work he fpeaks of
with fuch abundant partiality, is a {yftem of Ethics in
the Horatian way.
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LETTER XLV.

April 14, 1730.

HIs is 2 letter extraordinary, to do and fay nothing

but recommend to you (as a Clergyman, and a
charitable one) a pious and a geod work, and for a
good and an honeft man: moreover he is above
feventy, and poor, which you might think included
in the word honeft. I fhall think it a kind